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AUGUSYT 26, 1909 IHE PRAIRIE ASTHONOMER 488-211¥2

This month's meetin will be held fuesda;, Se :tember 50, at
7:30 pe. m. at 0lin Science Hall, Nebraska Weslejan University.
e will have an interestin ; pro;ram of Apollo 11 slides and nlctures
of the nationall convention of the Astronomical Lea_ue in Denver.
Also we will elect officers for the comin3z year., The following
have been nominated thus far:

Presidant...........n.....,E.’.L‘Pl lMioser
Vice PresidentecsesessssesLarry Stepp
Ed Woerner
Secretarfeccsccsscsccscccsedess Williams
PP Ea8UT O Pessssccses sneeesssfiick Johnson
Program Chairmanee.........Monte Cole
Publications Chairmane......Larry Stepp
Recording Secretaryesessss..Bric Rudd
Roier Severns

“onminations will still be acceepted at the neeting.
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I'he President's Report

A partial eclipse of the sun on September 11 was vie red by the
public at Gateway. Our club had the honor of puttin; on this show
for a large nunber of interested spectators. Three of the scopes
were rcflectors and used the projection method for viewing the
eclipse. Thc other two scopes were wuestars, and they usecd their
otm sun filters and direct viewing. Ten club members werc on hand
to help in ziving th e public a safe view of the sun. Thanks to
our public relations chairmun this event was well covercd by the
radio, television, and novspapers.

Althoush the cclipse show was well attonded by club 1enbcrs,
sorie of the evenin; sky shous in the past werce not. Thero were
times when as fuw aus thrce or four showed up for a skj show at
Gateway, cven on cloar ni hts, Our club was proescnted with ano ther
$50 check a fow weeks aio. If we want to keop receiving this moncy
for the club, the¢ lcast we could do is have a ducent nunber of
members on hand for tncoc sky shows. So coue to the Gatoway shows
whether you have a telescopo or note We ncod the oxtra holp for
ensivrering questions and sctting uwp equipment. You may not rucecive
this ncwslettor in timc for the Scuotembor 18 Gateuay show, but
lct's have a rcal jood turn-out in October.

Barl Moscr
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In his articlc this month, Rojer Scverns nontions tust dou-
ble stars for various tclcacopcs. But many doubles can bo split
with very small apaturcse. Alpha and Beta Capricorni, Eosilon
Lirac, Psi Aguarius (a triple), and Omicron C,;ni can all be split
without a tclescopce In a 2.4=-inch rofractor’ , Montc Colc and
Ed Wocrner have split Antarcs (magnitudes 1 and 7--scparation 219)
and in a similar inctrwient Riclk Johunson has split Epsilon LiTac
into four componcnts,.
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Phis is just a rerinder that club dues nust be raid by the en

of September. As Sky and Telescope magazine is included in the dues
paygeﬁt it 1s 1mpo¥?§ht that ey be promptly paid to avcid missing
an issue. Dues are $.00 for a regular memberskip, $10,00 for 38
family membership, and a2 juniocr membership oren to those under 1
is $3.0C. The junior rembership does not include Sky and Telescorpe.
All memberships do include membership in the Astroncmical League.
For those who do not want to be an official club member but want to

receive the ncwsletter the cost is $2.CC.

If you do not plan to pay et the next mecting Sept. 30, Eleese
mail a check or money order to me by the me-ting dete., My ad’ress
is: Richard Johnscn, 1860 Pawnee St., Lincoln, Nebr. 68502, If you
kave any questions feel free to give me a call any evening after 5300
P. Me My phcne number is 423-6726. Make the check or mcney order
peyable to the Prairie Astronomy Club.

Richard P. Johnson
Treasurcr

Testing Your Telescope By Observation

An accuratc test of a teclescore is offcn attempted by aretures,
hocwever witkout an optical benek other rcans must be feund,

Reseclving rower is the zecid test of anv telescone. For a 6-
inch in summer Zcta Herculis is a good tcst. Thkis is a d-uble of
abcut 1 seccnd of arc scraration, the stors being of 3.0 and 6.5
magnitudes. 1In winter Ete Orinn{s, megnitudes 4,0 and 5.0 at 1
seccnd 1s an equelly good test, The ultimete test for 2 6-in. is
Gamma Coronae Borerlis, 4,0 and 7.0 magnitudes st 0.7 sccond, For
all of these use about 250-300 power for best rcsults,

Centcr your telescope on Epsilon Lyrae using about 100x. Any
instrument Y~in. or larger should skow vou two imoges, snlit cleanly
and witkout difficulty. If ycu can't dc this check a2ll of the various
causcs of astigmatism.

Try obscrving Jupiter or Saturn at about 100x. By exerining
the dctail on the planets surface, looking for zones and belts vis®'?
ible, as well as spots and other markings you can lcarn about how
goed your tclescope i1s in the way of color and spherical eorrcction.
Remerber that any color effect with a reflector rust be caused by the
ocular, or beczuse the planct is low in the sKy.

Next6 using a low power ocular of sbout 25x% to 35x, with a field
of over 1° look at some rich star ficlds. In surmer lock cast or
wcst of Gamrma Cvgnl, in winter the field nceor Iote Orionis is good,
Notc the nuumber of sters you see, watch for dimming of stars ncar the
edges as you move your tclescope slightly, also watch for distortion
of the star imeges as they rcach the edge of the field., This tecst
will indicate the field sizc and vignetting qualitics of your tele-
sccpey importent in observaticn and photogranty.

While thesc tests arc not definite and do not separete imper-
fections in the objective from imperfections in the eyepieces they
heve proved themsclves practical. Try thcse tests on scveral nights
end 1f you have a good instrument veou will have the satisfacticn of
having proved its worth by direct cbsrrfations.

Roger Sceverns




