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November 25, 1969 THE PRAIRIE ASTRONCMER 488-6465

The Novewber meetinz vill be held on the 25th, a2t Nebrasks Jesleyan
University, Olin Science Hell, =t 7:30 P.M, Ihere will be an open
discussion of several unusual astronomicel theories, in =2ddition to
the regular planetarium show.
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President's Report
Mr. Robert Allen of the Omaba Club, and I exchanged visits to each
other's reguler club meetings 1in Octooer. This wes done so that
we both could get sowme idea of what the members of both clubs hsave
in wind in respeot to the Mid-States counvention to be held in
Lioncoln next June. Sowe good ideas were brought forward, but most
of the response w~s passive. I sort of expected this because wost
of the members of our two clubs h2ve never attend=d an astronomical
convention. I therefore wouldu't expect anyone to mzke a lot of
suggestions if they 2re un-familiar with the proceedings of a
convention. Even though our club lacks in experience in astro-
nomicel conveuticuns, I still am resdy for suggestions on 21l
matters concerning the June convention. I would like 2a volunteer
to coutact the Lincoln Chamber of comrerce for possible help with
the couvention. I cean 2lso use a "press aqent" to inform the local
news media of our plzus and progress. So let me hear from you,
any contribution will help.

I have been following the progress of Comet Tago-Sa2to-Kosaka
1969-G. It's not very bright, about 1lth maguitude, zud hard to
obserze beczuse it is quite 1ow in the southwest, shortly after:
sunset. We will have a 1list of predicted co-ordinstes iu the
newsletter each month so that everyone has 2 chance to observe it
if they care to. '

The Geminid Meteor Shower is cowing up in December. Lets plen to
schedule e star party on the weekend of December 12. More about
this at the meeting.

- Hope to see you there,
Earl Moser
FoK ¥ K % % %

L970 QObservers' Handbook

I 2w taking orders for the 1970 Cbservers' Hendbook. This is put
out by the Royal Csnadian Astromnonicsl Society. The price is

%1.50 a copy. If you went to order one, please get word to uwe

by November 25 2s this will be the last chsuce to order as the
supply 1is limited. Below 1s a 1list of those whose orders I have.
Larry Stepp, Jess Williams, Monte Cole, wWerner Klemmer, Ed Joerner,
Eerl Moser, Eric Rudd, Rick Johunson, Dennis Haethies, Cerroll Moore,
and Brisn Dodson.

Rick Johnson



Conventiou Plenuning Session
On Srturdsy, Novewber 22, the Midst-tes Region Chzirman end I went
to Konses City for 2 lenning secssion for the 1970 Regional
Conveuntion to be held here in Lincoln. We fizlded 2 lot of comments
frow several people vho hfve been tcctive in the Leesgue for e long
time, and they ceme up with sowe gocod ideas.

The ide2 which coused the most ciscussion was thet of Gil Mrson
of Kensas City to have 2 telescope competition similar to Stella-
feane. Anong the issues reissd were what criteria should be used
for judging, which is more important-optics of mechenics, how
about & written report 2lonz with eech entry, who in the region
is qualified to judze such 2 competition, and how much .f a
telescope must one build to quelify his instrument os bomebuilt.
E~rl Moser apnointed Gil Meson 2nd Gory Hall to work out the details.

Gery Hell told E-rl that he will come up with a list of possible
subjects for papers, to be publishfd with the next convention
announcement in Jenuery. This list's purcose will be to gncourege
participstion in the paper sessions by thosc who wmight otherwise
be hesitant due to uncerteinty thet their specislty might not be
of interest to others. Bob Allen, co-cheirmen with Eerl, hes
annocunced that his club will help with the paper sessions.

Earl told the groun that the thewe of the convention will be the
1970 totel solar eclipse. Therefore a gcod chcice for a guest
speaker might be a professional astronower from a large soler
observatory. Other possibilities menticned are Dr. George Van
Biesbroeck, Dr. Edgzr Everhart, =ud Devid Dunham.

After e nlnty-mlnute break we came bzck for the Kanses City
Astronomy Club's meeting which begrn with their annusl pot luck
supper. This w=s followed by the business wmeeting =2nd then 2 talk
by Professor Richerd Gentilc who discussed geoclozy of the Canszdian
Rockies. His telk was well illustreted with slides.

After the meeting came more ccunvention discussion. Eerl Moscr
appointed Bill Scurlock eund Edwin Freton es the committee to
nominete next year's cificers and 2 regzional representative.

The next worning followinq breakfost we went to see the club's
ObSEPV?tOPy houQ1nq a 16" f/7 reflecter, a fine telescope wasted
in the widdle of 2 large city.

We ncow know whet the midstetes regicun wonts; from here on it's
up to us.,

: Ed Woerner
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Quote Of The Mouth
Seconds before being given o ticket for 2n impropcr turnm, "rrlvinq
in Lincoln f“llOWth the Chicego V(tlhnﬂl Convention, Rick Jobn
sa2id, "I'm sure gle d there weren't any police sround just then!



Bright Spot Cn Saturn

Dr. Smith h2s cdiscovered = bri ht spot 4000 im in dicmeter at
latitude £7° south. Feriod of rotetion is 10 hours 35 min 3C sec.
I have not yet been able to spot it. It should be 2 good test of
your telescope's resolving power and contrest ~bility. Cue thing
I have noticed in observing seturn lately is the very noticable
difference in color between the bzll of the plenet 2nd the ring.
The ring is very white while the b21ll is a dirty =old color.
Cessini's division is resl ecsy but look for a second division in
the middle of the outer ring, a2nd on an excellent night I thought
I sew a third division dividing the outer half of the outer ring.
Saturn elso has a d=rk cloud band which should be visible in any
small scope. The sun 2ngle is such that the shadow of the ring
cen be scen on both sides of the ring wmerking the possage of the
ring in front of the disk with two fine bleck lines.

Rick Johnson
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The Sky This Month
There will be two meteor showers this month, the Geminids omn
Dec. 13, and the Ursids on Dec. 22. The Geminids should be quite
favorable, with 2n observer rate of 60 per hour, especially since
new moon occurs on the 9th,

On the night of Dec. 3, Venus will poss within one degree south
of Neptune.

Mercury- Ou the 15th, it is R.A. 18h 37m, Decl. 28° 27' South.
Greatest eestern elonzsticn on the 27th. Visible in the
evenling low in the southwest.

Venus-  On the 1%th, it is R.A. 16h 47w, Decl. 21° &57' South,.
At wmegnitude -3.4, it is visible in th: wmorning sky, but
is repidly epproeching the sun.

Mers- On the 15th it is R.A. 22h 8m, Decl. 12° 42' South.
At msgnitude 0.9, it is visible in the evening sky,
setting about £ hours after the sun.

Jupiter- On the 15th, it is R.A. 13h S2m, Decl. 10° 17' South.
At magnitude -1.4, it rises ebout three hours after
midonight.

Saturn~ On the 15th, it is R.A.2h Sm, Decl. 9° 52' North. At
megnitude 0.4, it is well 2bove the czstern horizon =t
sunset.

Urenus- On the 15th it is R.A. 12h 32m, Decl. 2° 41' South. At
megnitude £.9, it fppesrs low in the e2st in the worning
sky.

Neptune- On the 15th, it is R.A. 15h 50w, Decl. 18° 24' South.
At mrgnitude 7.8, it is too close to the sun to be seen.



Cocmet Tzzo-5:tc-Kosaka

Date bocurs min €gre~ 8 min Mzznitude
11-20 1% o7 -24 3 |

11-25 17 16 -27 el 6.2
11-30 7 26 -30 5%

12«5 17 37 -34 37 5.0
12-10C 17 =0 ~-38 34

12-15 18 06 -42 41 3.8
12-20 18 26 -46 48 .
12-25 18 5 =50 34 3.0
12-30 19 30 =57 30
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Photograph Of The Month
There will be 2 good chance to obtein photographs of metcors this
month, on the evenings of the 12th and 13th, when the Gewinid
Meteor Shower will be 2t meximum. Mount your camera on a tripcd
or other sturdy stend, pointed iu the genersal direction of Gewini,
using your fastest lens, wide open. It is sugzested thet tri-x
film be used, force developcd to give @n effective A.S5.A. of about
1000, If ycu don't develope your own film, several club wembers
can do it for you, including Monte Cole, Rick Johnsoun, end Jess
Willlems. Exposures of five to ten winutes, and & lens opening
of 2t least £/2.8 will probably be required. Good luck!
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Advertiscments
(Enquiries m=y be wade in cesre of Larry Stcnp, 910 Eldon Drive,
Lincoln, Nebreska, 68510; phone 488-64565, 1lote: went ads ere
printed free upon request a2s 2 service to club weubers.)

For s=ole:
One Exe Camera-body =2nd teclescops ~dapter cnly.
One Jzeg=rs clock drive-new,
One 6 inch f/9 mirrorsnew.
One ceomera adapter.
One pair 10X50 binoculers.
Three timing motors-110 volts
1 R per gay
20 RPM
i+ RPM



