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June 30, 1970 THE PRAIRIE ASTRONOMER 488-1250

The June meeting will be held on the %0k, at Nebrask= Uesleyan Univ-
ersity, in Olin Hall, at 7:30 PM, There will be a discussion of some
business, and a progiam will be provided. The rezular planetarium
show will be given.
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The President's Renort
The Mid-States Rézional Conventicn of 1970 is history and it was a
great success. Everything proszressed smoothly, and in snite of a few
hitches everyone had a good time. We had a loc2l shower on the site

§

of the star party Friday evening, which resulted in some muddy shoes,
and the air-conditioner for Olin Hall failed, but clear skies and g
zood program tended to offset these drawbacks.
There was one important thing that I forgot and that was to nublicaly
thank the people who helw-ed make the convention a success. I realiz-
ed this when everyrne was shaking my hand 2nd congratulsting me on a
job well done as they were leaving Sunday afterncon., Late is better
than never, so a sbecial thaonks is due those peonle who worked'"behind
the scenes" to enhance the image of the Prairie istronomy Club in the
Astronomical League and to promote astronomy in the region.
Thanks- To Monte Cole and EA Woerner, who kent the registrat-on desk
open till late Friday night and throughout Saturday, sacrificing their
own atiendence at vparts of the program in order to register all the
guests,

- To Dick Hartly, who did a fine jobbs host to Dr. van de Kamp.

- To Jess Williaems for all the fine door prizes that he rounded
p for all the lucky ticket holders.

~ To Carroll Moore for msking availzble the facilities at Wes-
leyan.

- To Brian Dodson and Rozger Severns, who rcunded up an? showed
the films.

- to Rick Johnson who, busy as he was, took time to rig up an
'mplifier for Gary Ross' program .

- To Joe Bures for his ork iz setting up the progzgram,

- To all others who helpsd in mekinz this convention a successe
A final request for those in other clubs. We were so busy with the
convention that we were not oble to take pictures of the convention.
If you would send your color slides to me, I will have du-licates made

and return them. Thank you all.
Earl Moser



honge in Personal
Due to the abscnce of som¢ of our members, the following positions will
be filled by volenteers until our elcctions,
Program Chairman- Ed WJocrncr 466-9234
Newsletter—- Brian Dodson- 488-1250
These are the people to contact on any matters concerning these offices.
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One of our old-time club members, Rick Johnson, who has scrved us so
well os treasurerm has recently recicved his law degr:oc, and hos pass-
cd his bar cxams. We would like to congratulate him on this achicve-
mecnt. There is, however, an unfortunate side to this achievement, as
it mcans that he will be leaving Lincoln, Howcver, our loss is some-
onc's gain, and that someone is hot too far awsy. Rick is roving to
Omaha, which mcans that the Omaha club will be gaining a finc member,
He will still b. coming down to meetings as often as he can, but this
is our gain. The b st of luck, Rick,
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QUESTIONS

A number of unanswered questions concerning the convention have come
to our attention, and wc feel that they should be brought to cveryone's
attention, in case someone has the answer.

“hy did everyone, in spit. of Earl's fim e directions, set up the tele-
scopes for the first star party in a swamp rather than &n the obser-
ving site?
Why were morc door prizes won by members of the Lincoln and Omaha clubs
than by all the rest of the rcglon combined?
Wwhy did a nes f insects decide to build a nest inside the Olin Hall
air conditioncr?
Will Eric Rudd be able to collcect insurance on his schmidt corrector,
or will Bob Cox have to pay for it?
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CONVENTION

Next year's Mid-Statecs convention will be held in Kansas City. In-

formation concerning this will be given as we recieve it.



Photograph of the Month
A closc triple conjunction of the moon, Venus, and Regulus will Dbe
visablc in the carly cvening of July &%/ This will be visable until
sbout two hours after sunset, Venus will be about 0.9°north of the
moon. and Regulus will be about 5°cast, Venus and Regulus will be cl-
ose all month.
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The Plancts This Month
Mercury-~ Too closc to the sun to obscrve
Venus- Prominent intthe western sky for two hours aftcr sunset lMag-3.¢
Mars- Too close to the sun to obscrve
Jupiter- In Virgo, it sets four hours after thc sun Mag -1.7
Saturn- In Arics, it rises about 2:00 AM lMag 0.5
Uranus- PRa 12h20m, Dccl®24'S
Neptunc—- RA 15h46m, Dec 18°07'S
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Metcor Shower
The Delta Aquarid metcor shower will occur on the night of the 294,
It is a good shower, during which a single observer can obscrve 20
metcors per hour., It should be one of the best showers this ycar,
in spite of the "last cighth" moon.
T ke kR K R
Hints and Kinks
This columm, which will consist of hints, or "how-to-do-it's" concer-—
ning teclescopc and mirror making, and of kinks, or how not to do 1ts.
Th_se latter may well be the more important. Pleasc contribute to it.

In ordcr to remove a hill from the mirror, onc may polish, with the
center of the mirror over the edge of the lap, This must bc done with
caution, as prolongcd polis ing will produce & hyperbola with a hole,
as T found out. 2 to 3 minutc polishing spells should be used, with
testing between them,
Tn the initial hot-pressing of a uwirror, lcave the paper collar on
the lap. Omne fcilow who did not, found that his lap had flowcd off
the tool, leaving a laggc gap between mirror and lap.
Do not slight fine giinding. & full hour omn cach gradc is not too much
Brian Dodson

TEE e e E S S A
On a night rccently, the air was very transparcnt and steady, and the
crowning achicvcment for Ncbraska weather was sccn. A stecady diff-

raction pattern around a star. Jupiter's moons were sceén as dikks.



For BSalec

Jess Williams: 6"f/7 mirror
Critcrion 8 x 50 finder with right angle eycpiece
ExAExskta 500 with telescope adaptcr. No lens.
Eycpicces

Roger Severns: 6" Critcrion with mount.

Roscoe Dicison: 6" scope without mount

Monte Cole: 300mm Bpritonc teclescopic.e f£/4.5
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SHORTS
Sky show at Gatceway July let, Bring your t.lcscopces.

A proposal has becn madc that we solicit advertizing for the ncwsle-

tter. Come armed with oninions.
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SHORTS
All articles and annoucements are solicitcd. You make your newsletter.
Mira, the famous variablc star in Cctus, is ncar maximum. T4 ig
visablc after midnicsht.

The gmnomp photos arc rcady. Pick them up at the mccting.

Sce you at the mecting,.

August CHANGE IN DUES
On $Mp## 25, the ducs for the Prairie Astronomy Club will be rai-
sed from $#8.00 to $#9.00 pcr year. This is duc to the impending inc-
recase in ratecs from Sky and Telescope. Plcase make an effort to
pay your dues before this date. Plcase cenclose yourc rcnual slip
Sky and Tel will scnd you,



