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January 26, 1971 Phone A489-7651
THE PRAIRTIE ASTRONOMER

Thie month's mceting will be held in Olin Hall of Sciencce at
Nebracka “esleyan University at our usual time of 7:30 p.m. Plcasc
be prompt so we can start the planctarium show on time. Our program
will be presented by Professor Moore, "The Electromapnctic Spectrum.'
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--Th¢ President'! s Report--

At the berinnine of a new Year it is usual for onc to think about

the year past and congider ite main events. I believe that I can sa;
without contradiction, that it was “that Wonderful Year--1970." It
was a year filled with the usual sood programs and other resular club
activities, and hifhlighted with scveral special evente. Of coursc,
the Junc 5 - 7th Mid-Statce Convention isg at the top of the list, anc
it ie one¢ in which we can all bc proud to have participatced. The
March 7th eclipsc is another special cvent that was generally very
guccessful, both at Gatewey and for those who travelled to Mexico.
I ¢ven coneider my trip to Georgia as no total lose. I had a wonder-
ful timc, and the only thing I missed wag the cclipese iteelf. We had
an cxcellent family picnic and star party in Aupust. And, I suppose
that there arce a few who think of 1970 as “that Wonderful Year' when
our club digcontinued the grazing occultation program!

Well, now thie ie 1971 to congider. I don't think that we should
try to top 1970 just now. Instead we can look forward to a year of
well planned and attended monthly mcetinges and other rersular club
activities. HNote that I caid "well attended.' A person piving a talk
ceannot do his begt if the eize of his audience is not what it should
be. So, please attend the mectings repularly and take part in the
programs whcnever you can.

Earl Moser

--The Planets This Month--

Mcrcury: Kisee 13 houre before the Sun, magnitude 0.5 for earlybirde.
Venues: Ricecs 32 hours before the Sun, maenitudec (get thie) =4.3 !
The diec of the planct is 50% illuminated, 23" arc diamcter.
Mars: Riscs 4 hours before the Sun, magnitude only a 1.6. On Feb. 5th
it will be located 5 degrecs north of ite counternamesake, the
ctar Antarcs. ‘
Jupiter: Alco a mid-morning objcct of magnitude -1..4, 33" diamcter.
On February 2nd it will pass 0.8 depree south of Hcptune.
Saturn: Culminates 2 houre after sunsct, magnitude 0.3. Ite rings
extend 43" in thceir preatest breadth. Planct ig 17% diametc:
Uranus: An early morning object 4 deprces south of pamma Virginie,
' 6th marnitude, diamcter 3.8%.
Neptune: Early morning again, magnitude 7.7, diamcter 2.4, located
0.8 deprce due north of beta Scorpii at the c¢nd of January.
Ite motion presently is retrograde and will be so until the
firet of March. Go find this one, Brian.
Pluto: Magnitude 1li--forget it.
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--The¢ Planets Thies Month--

Mcrcury: Kisce 14 hours before the, Sun, magnitude 0.5 for earlybirde.
Venus: Rices 3% hours before the Sun, masnitude (get thie) -4.3 !
The disc of the planct is 50% illuminated, 23" arc diancter.
Mars: Riscs 4 hours before the Sun, magnitude only a 1.6. On Feb. 5th
it will be located 5 degrecs north of ite counternamecsake, the
ctar Antarcs.
Jupiter: Alco a mid-morning objcct of magnitude -1.4, 33" diamcter.
On February 2nd it will pass 0.8 deprce south of Icptune.
Saturn: Culminates 2 hours after sunsct, mapgnitude 0.3. Its rings
extend 43" in thcir sreatest breadth. Planct ic 17% diametc:
Uranus: An early morning objcct 4 desrces south of ranma Virginie,
' 6th maenitude, diamcter 3.8, '

Neptune: Early morning again, magnitude 7.7, diamcter 2.4, located
0.8 deprce due north of beta Scorpii at the c¢nd of January.
Ite motion presently is retrograde and will be so until the
firet of March. Go find this one, Brian.

Pluto: Magnitude 1li--forget it.
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To rcmind the memberchip, one of the se¢rvices of the neweletter
ie a want-ad section where you may freely advertise to buy, =c¢ll, or
trade for anythines you nced or want, assumine it'e legal of coursc.
Just call th¢ phone number of the newslctter and let ug know. LP
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A word of apolopy here for the brevity of thie edition of THE
PRATRIE ASTROWOMsR; this month'e edition falle equarely in the middlc
of finals for the two of ue who normally put this publication out to
the membership. e arc both collcge students, and it was a bit
difficult for cither of us to find time for thc paper this month
owin~ to the¢ importance some peoplc put on srade point averarce.
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How about the optometrist who fell in hise lens grinder and made
a snectacle of himeelf? What about that, Doc Manthey?



Observaﬁory Comnittee

A neeting of the Observatory Committee was held on the 29t
UL December, in conjunction with a Board of Directors neeting.
At that time it was decided to start "passing the hat" at neet-
ings. Those of you who have been in the club for 2 few years
will remember that we used this method to raise funds to obtain
our 12", We feel that this will be a valuable aid towards finan-
cing the construction of our observatory. So start bringing your
loose change to.the meetings.

Another item o° business taken care of at the neeting was
to choose a committee head. Since the Board of Directors was
chosen as the new Observatory Conmittee, Earl Moser, as President.
has been acting as tenporary head of conulttee, until a pernanent
head could be selected. He felt that he cannot, in good conscience
take the extra time necessary from his other club duties to accept
this post. Accordingly, Brian Dodson, the Treasurer, was chosen

to fill this post. DPlease thke your ideas and sugzestions to himn.
g T R R e o

Club Libraryy

The club library has a nunber of books and nagazines, which
are for the club's perusal, We also have 8 1971 Astronomer's
Handbooks, which should be sold shortly, so as to get the full
benefit from then. The price is $1.56@, and they nay be bought
either 3t the next club meeting, or fron the Treasurer.

. We are also obtaining, for the library, two packages of back
issues of Sky and Telescope, covering the first three-quarters of

1970. Sky and Tel overprinted during 1970, so we are getting

these for a very reasonable price. These will be nade available
to club members who have lost Sky snd Tels for this peried,. and.
to those who want to extend their co'lection, for 40¢ per issue.
‘Brian Dodson
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yould you believe that Nebrask: has frree clubs, or four, if
you want to look at it that way. - Kearney has an astronony club, &
so does Centmal City. However, the members of the Kearney club
are dues paying nembers of the Central City club. Anyway, we
welcome them to the region. ;
I say that we welcone them to the region because they‘are
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We are also obtaining, for the library, two packages of back
issues of Sky and Telescope, covering the first three-quarters of
1970. Sky and Tel overprinted during 1970, so we are getting
these for a very reascnable price. These will be nade available
to club members who have lost Sky and Tels for this period,:and;
to those who want to extend their co'lection, for 40¢ per issue.

; ‘Brian Dodson
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Would you believe that Nebrassk: has giruc clubs, o four, if
you want to look at it that way. Kearney has an astronony club, &
so does Cenbmal City. However, the nembers of the Kearney club
are dues paying nembers . of the Centrz2l City club. Anyway, we
welcome themn to the region. )

I say that we welcone them to the régiOn because theylare
planning to jcin the lLsbroromical League., A group from Kanrngy
came to Earl's for a star party, =nd we offered then, to make 4
long suury . short, nenbership in our club, as western divisions.

We have n~t as yet heard their reaction to this plan, but we know
that whcther or not they accept, it is good just to know that
there are some other clubs in Nebraska. We were beginning to
wonder,
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Cone to the meeting. I¢ promises to be a good one, with a
fine program to be ziven. And don't forget to bring your loose
change. The observatory will be for the entire club, and snzll
anounts add up, in the fullness of time.



