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7 / THE PRAIRI" ASTROMOM™R
The meeting this month will be held at Olin Héll of Science, Nebraska Wesloyan
University. 'The program will be presented by Dr. Dwight Hoxie of the N.U. Astronomy
division and it's title is "When is a Staf Not?? There will ~1lso be the usual

eats and telking after the program, so come shead and see your old friends.
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The President's Report
L-27-71

One night recently, Brian Rugg and Dan Cowell came out to my place to do some Messier
observing. Brian brought along his recently purchased ("telescope. This is the same
instrument that I had bought new long ago, and it served me well as I went through
the Messier catalog in 10£3,

% became very interested in their progress when I was asked to confirm their locstion
of the "pretty finder do'ble, Rho Virginis " I now began t6 recall fond memories of
my own adventures down the starry p~tks of Virgo, that are so well mappedout by Dr.
Holyoxe in his Observe book. Once again I went "2 degrﬁes north to find M50 and MFO
in the same field." I then took complete possesion o” the telescope and fo'nd M50,
which is "1% degrees west and very little north " I would bsve probsbly contlnveﬂ e
on the entire evening, but I had been a bit under the weather and the chill e ening
pir soon got to me. I reluctantly gave the scope bac: to Brian and D=n.

I etill contend that my excirsion thro- gh the Messier objectswas one of the most

vewarding pleasires among my astronomical evperignces.

I hnpe that more of our members will try for the Astronomicel Le~gie Messier Award

It certainly would be well worth your whkile. Don t let +he lec- of a telescope

stop you. My 6 »nd 8 inch telescopes are always avail-sble and of course there is
the clnb's 121 inch for everyone to use

There hrve been & lot of requests recently for a ster party, so we'll have one,
Friday Mey 21st is the date and the plece is my homenesr Hickman. If btbe westher is
bad then we 11 hrave it on the following night which is Saturday, mry.22. Mark your
calendar and come out for = good show one and all. And don t forget to bring your
telescopes.
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A Reminder
Don't forgetto bring your loose chrnge to the meeting. We are trying to put up
an observatory end to do so tekes a goodly amount of money. If we do get » site
goon we will try to start building this year so the financing will have to be here.
Let's support our club in this ercellent ventare.



The Skies This Month
Planetary Positions
The Sun~ On April 25t%, the sun is in a quaint astrological position
recogonized primarily by an elite group of nystics known
in the jargon as 'Gelf Nuts! Due to their considerable
influence in years past, at 3:00 A.M., Tine itself will
turn around in a quantum jump to stagger the inagination,
and it will suddenly be 2:00 4.M. BSeveral powerful org-
anizations of good wizards, known as Nevada, Michigan, and
Hawaii have exorcised the spell, and other organizations,
anong them a group in the center of all things (or at
least of the country) is trying to join this elite group.
Let's try to help.
P.5. The counter-spell is called L.B. 162. Write your
State magician.
Mercury? Is at greatest eastcrndongation on the 178, which is

unfavorable.
Venus- Is a morning star, rising about 1% hours before the sun.
Mars- Rises about 1 A.M. Now is the time to start following

Mars to really appriciate the opposition due in Auzust.

Jupiter- Rises shortly after sunset. Mag -2.1 Good to look at,.
Saturn« Lost in the solar glare
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Sriithsonian Notes
For the Kzarny Club. Postal address:Central Bureau for Astronomical
Telegrams, Suith:sonian Astronhysical Observatory, Caubridge, Mass.
02138

Comet Toba shows no promnise of getting brighter th:n magnitude 8,
so no further nention of it will be made.

The variable star SU Tauri has undergone a dimming in brightness of
3.5 nagnitudes recently, while brightning to magnitude 3.8 at 5u.
The original brightness of the star was 9.5. All evidence shows
that the star has thrown off a shell of gas, which might eventually

turn into a planetary nebula .

A chenical substance known as formamidehas been detected with the
2id of radio telescopes in interstellar space. The formula of this

connound is: NH200H.
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Venus-~ Is a morning star, rising about 1% hours before the sun.
Mars- Rises about 1 A.M. Now is the time to start following
Mars to really appriciate the opposition due in August.
Jupiter- Rises shortly after sunset. Mag -2.1 Good to lecok at,
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Comet Toba shows no promise of getting brighter th=n magnitude 8,
so no further nention of it will be made.

The variable star SU Tauri has undergone a dimming in brightness of
3.5 nagnitudes recently, while brightning to magnitude 3.8 at 5u.
The original brightness of the star was 9.5. All evidence shows
that the star has thrown off a shell of gas, which might eventually

turn into a planetary nebula .
A chenical substance known as formamidehas been detected with the
2id of radio telescopes in intersteller space. The formula of this
connound is: NH200H. P : = 32 e

If you want to look at a 17% nagnitude comet, we've got one.

The predicted possible occultati n of pluto which w2s nentioned in
last month's newsletter fell through. Pluto passed 0.5"of arc
south of the star. This limits the possible size of pluto to
38,500 miles, which is some help, at least.
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Planetarium Convention

There will be a pl=-ebarium convention held in Fremnont on -pril 24th,
which is this Saturd:y. Russ Maag, from saint Jo will be there, and
there will be a star party at Earl's that night. We willbe leaving

Tinanin =t about 7:304.M.. from Brisn Decdson's House. The address
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is 511 Cottonwood, and come if you're coning, but let somebody know
(preferably Jess Williams, as he is usually home.} For anyone who
doesn't want to go to the cenference, you are welcome at the star
party, which you can start when it gets dark.. We night be back,
and we night not. If not, start ithout us. We'll be along.

On May 6%, There will be a Gatevay sky show., At the last one we had
a large group out, and enjoyed the surprise of seeing Dick Hartley
out with his eight-inch. It was a good show for the people, and
let's try to get another good show together. Remember that date,
May e%. We'll have some different sc pes out this time for you to
look at, too.

As was mentioned in the President's report, there will be a star
party on the 21 or 22 of May, weather permitting. More on this at
the rneeting.
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Observatory Project
The observatory project is g- ng grcat guns. We are now negotiating
for a site on Earl's F ther's land west of Hickman, Which is looking
very good, especia’ly as it goes with your wishes as exnressed by
the poll of 3 while back. We should have a site in the next nonth
or two.
At the last neeting, a vote was taken and passed with a two-thirds
najority to ~uthorize the Board of Directors to handle 2ll design
financial, detail, lezal and location nmatters which are necess-
ary to the construction of the observatory. So we'r: going to go
ahead, as a club, and stop the haggling - and get some work done,
We now have s temporary observatory, which is a 10'x7' netal garden
shed from wards. This will be used for the protection of the tele-
scope until the pernancnt observ:-tory is completed, which should be
sonetime next ye:r at the lztest.
We still need money. This is a_fact of life which we cannot avoid.
One very good way of obtaining noney is to pass-the hat at our neetinr
I urge every nember . bring his loose change, or wh: >t he can afford,
to the club meet ing and put it intc the hat. This is a great help
to the observatory nroject, an? to the club as = whole. We're doing

very. well so far, but we have to keep it up. Cone to the neeting,
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If anyone has articles for the newsletter, or progr-ns for our club
nectings, tell someone about it. We are interested in heari- g wh-t
you a2re busy with.

Come to the neeting, and bring a friend. It nro ises to be 2 g.od
one, with a ver; gzcod progran presented by a member of the NU
astroncny faculty, and with discussion and a 'bull se sion' after-
wards. These neetings are always a lot of fun, but e niss seeing
some of you who have stopped couing. Make an effort to ceone to this
one. See you there?



