Feb, 26, 1974 *hene L89--1798
#et THE PRAIRIE ASTRSAN OME R 388

This menth our meetiig will be held, -as usual, at 7:20pm in the Olin Hall eof
Science on the Nekracka Weslyean Campus, Brian Rugg, Steve Roper and John
Pruas:will present a astro-phetegraphic slide show, all of the slides te be
shewn were taken in the last year se there will be ns repeats from the last
shew this group presented., Seme of the highlights are the Hersehead nebula
in O=ien, the Nerth American nebula in Cygnus, and many mere, there will of
ceurse be a drawing for a deor prize and ssm2 refreshments after the meeting
so dont miss this mznths meetingtil}

Serry but ne Presidents Report this month,
===w OBSERVING REPORT we==

On the night of Feb, 12 John Bruce and I went out ts Hickman and gst in a geced
nights ebserving, being unharessed by either the ccld or mazsgultees, We hunted
down some galaxies in Lynx and Ursa Major, twe ef which were rather unique,

The first, NGC 2483 was brought to my attentisn by Walter Scett Houston In the
March 1971 issue &f Skr & Telescope, He described it as a cigar shaped objecth
ef abaut magnitude 9,2, The ¢bject fits the descriptian guite well, for it
literaily looks like a cigaww(mmplete with rounded ends!

Another ebject, NGC 2693, in Ursa Major was ene af the smallest galaxies John
and I have ever seen, at magnitude 11,7 &nd enly o8 x .6 minutes of arc in
size, The enly reasen we leoked for it was Hhat it was riirin a degree sf an
eavlier observed galaxie that was quite bright, The cther tu> sbjects I will
discuss at ihe meeting,

I might add scmething else, Did anyone notice Mercury at sbout mid-menth? T3
was a little south of west and at magnitude minus one far about sne week then,
The arazing thing about it was it's height abeve the horizon, Being Hear spring
time it was setting directly above the sun making it an easy object to view
about an hour afés: sun set, also the Zodical light is reaching up to the Pleides
which are at the zenith at abeut eigh¥y .,

Brian Rugg
Cbserving Chairman

NEZW COMET~wBRADFEILD, 1%%iw-b
Jess Williams called me on the twentieth 2f this month and t3id me that he had
received, a card from the IAU that listed a comet that was bright enough far us
to ¢bserve, it was 197lb~Bradfeild estimated between mag 7 & 9 at 23 hrs, 2/min
and <32 deg, l2min, On the twenty second he called again with mere infermation
on this comet, He gave me some e¢f the predicted positiorns and magnitudes here
are s=me of them,
Feld 27-w=~0 hrs, 29 min,~-——-—— ~28 deg (~~~-mag 6,2
Mar 15umel hry 33 min,e--— ~13ddeg,~--~mag 5,0
My 2ljm-m=2 hrS, 08 min, me--e 407 deg,~---mag Li.5
& perihelion it is expected to reach minus three magnitude

More info will be given at the meeting, Thig cemet lesks like it might steal

some fame? from Keheutek -
JeBe

3t NOTICE s:aee :
Any one having a telesdepe that is in-geod condition and mants te sell it see
dess Williams at the meeting,



