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s THE PRATIRIE ASTRONOMER wess

This month cur meeting will bs held as usual at 7:30 pm in the Olin Hall of
Scisnce on the Nsbraska Wealysan Campue, The meeting date is aliways in the
top left hand corner of tha newsletter, This Month the program will be on the
mors advanced aspects of sstrophotography. Rick Johnsen will present it hoping
thet mors peoplo in the club will become activly invoived in this chsllanging
and rewerding aspect of astronomy, There will of course be a drawing for a door
prize and (as allwnysl) there wiil be refreshments after the mesting, Dont miss
this ons as it should bs inioresting and infermative,

wman THE PRESTDENTS PEPORT menk

I have been thinking about our gnnual family pienic and star party, bat haven_'t
decided on a dates yet. o génerally have it in August and near ths time of
new moon, New mocn in August this year is on Sauurday, the 17th, This will "~
conflict with the Astronomical League Convention scheduled for August 1h-18 in
Lensing, Michigan, I am sure tha® there are some from our Club and the Omaha
grovp that will Hant to attend both, so we will coneider other dates, On
August 2h, the moon is-at first quartar and won't set until midnight. On August 10
the moon is at last gquarter and won't rise until midnight, It seems to me-
that the 10%th would be the best dats for the picnic, We will have a couple of
hours of darkness for deep sky cbserving bafore the moon risses, and this date
is close encugh to the Perseid Meteor showar, (August 11-12) that we should bs
able %o see quite a few msteoxs,

1f there are any other sugzest‘ ons ws vin discuss it at tha meeting,
Den't forget the Mid-State Convention in Litile Rock, Ark. dJune 20-23,
See you at the meeting!

Barl Moser -
President

| =o~e SUPER REFLECTIVE COATINGS <--- ™ -

Super mirrer coatings have been availsble for several years but until recently
they have besn estronomically expensive, A few companies now offer-these coate
ings at reasonable cost, 4s my i0® £/8 mirror and secondary were in nead of
recoating I decided to try tre new coatings, I sent my mirrors to: Precisien
Optical Coating laba,, 26098 Gatiy Dr,, Lezuns Niguel, Calif, 92677, They
offar several super coatings in all price ranges, I chose PLII vhich was at
that time called Astrocoat, The cost was about $35 including postage. This
coating increases overall light efficiency about 20%. Delivery took about

two months (Bcb Allsn in Omaha recently sent a mirror thru in 10 days),

The coating has a much smcother and harder overcoating than the ouartz used in

the past, This means the coating should be poed “or st least 15-70 years,

The greater smoothness also greatly incresses image contrast {a“benifit they
danlt mention but is far more worthwhile than ircreased 1ight),

Sirius now splits at ?Sx. At 250x thers is 5" or &" of da*k sky between the two
stars, Deteil is visable in M-1 at 750x1}% NOC 2371-? in Deminii used to appeay
as two faint patches, Now an incompTets ring can be seen joining the segments,’
Satura®s rings show numerous divisions never seen before, Thre colors of the clowt
bands are vivid ard the moons appea* far' brighter dm to the darlror sky areund :
Satum. \ :

"As these observat* ons were from' town the ?OS 1ight increass has not. been_ noticed
due to the city lights, It is the increased contrast which has been the story
4a Aaba T w11 ea an for ss ba sav that these coatines make an £/8 reflector



emee THE PRESTDENTS PEPORT meos

I have been thinking about our snnual family picnic and star party, bat haven't
decided on a date yet. ¥e génerally have it in August and near ths time of
new moont, New mocn in August this year is on Saturday, the 17th, This will "~
conflict with the Astronomical League Convention Scheduled for August 1h-18 in
Lansing, Michigan. I am sure tha® thers are some from our Club and the Omaha
group that will want to attend boih, so we will consider other dates, On
August 2h, the mood is at first quarter and won't set until midnight. On August 10
the moon is at last guarter and won't rise until midnight, It seems to me
that the 10th would be the best dats for the picnic, We will have a couple of
hours of darkness for deep sky cbserving bafore the moon rises, and this date
is close encugh to the Perseid Meteer shower, (August 11-12) that we should be
able %o ses quite a few meleors,

if there ave any other sugzestions we will discuss it at the meeting,
Den't forget the Mid-State Convention in Little Rock, Ark. June 20-23,
See you at the meeting! | ”

Barl Moser

: President
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Super mirrer costings have been availasble for ssveral years but until recently "
they heve besn sstronomically expensive, A fow companies now offer-thess coat-
ings at reasonable cost, 4s my 10° £/8 mirror and secondary were in nesed of
recoating I decided to try tre new coatings, I sent my mirrors to: Precision
Optical Coating labs,, 26098 Getty Dr,, Legums Niguel, Calif. 92677, They
offar several super coatings in all price ranges. I chose DLII vhich was at
that time called Astrocoat, The cost was about €35 incliuding postage. This
coating increases overall light efficiency about 20%. Delivery tcck about

two months (Bob Allen in Omaha recently sent a mirror thru in 10 days),

The coating has a much smoother and herder overcoating than the ouartz used in
ths past, This mesns the coating should be good “or st least 15-70 years,
The greater smoothness also greatly increases image contrast {a btenifit they
dca't mention but is far more worthwhile than increased lisht},

Sirius now splits at 75x. At 250x there is 5" or &" of dark sky between the two
stars, Detail is visable in M.l at 750x1i% NOC 2371-? in Ueminii used to appear
as twe faint patches, Now &n incompleta@ ring can be seen joining the segmenis,
Szturn's rings show numerous divisions never seen befere, The colors of the clowd
vands are vivid ard the moons appear far brighter dus to the darker sky around &
Saturn, - - : : : fe -

As these observations were from'town the 20% 1ight increass hixs not been noticed
due to the city lights, It is the increased contrast which has been the story
to date, I will go so far as to say that these coatings make an £/8 reflector
inch for inch equal to an /15 refradtor, A&n off axis reflector shculd be much
vettar,



- The Tom Pansing I Knew -

Some 15 years ago astronomy brought Tom Pansing and me together.
We often talked about what actronomy meant to us and what we could
do to share it with others.

In 1960, through Tom's foresight and efforts; the Prairie
hstronomy Club was formed. It was one of Tom's loves; he loved
astronomy and gave a part of hies life to it, as well as other
worthwhile humanitarian projects.

lords dn not suffice in saying that all of us who knew Tom
will miss him,

~—= Jess Williame

for
The Prairie Actronomy Club



