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COMET WEST PHOTO EFFORTS ACCENT REGULAR MARCH CLUB MEETING i

:Comet West was revealed
photogenic .splendor .at - the Msrch
meeting, which ma) held»on‘the 30th
at Olin Hall Merton Spren-

gle, Earl Moaer, Rick Johnson

showed the brill omet 1in pre-

daim Nzbraska skie Ané; since maay

of the slides squesked in from proc-

essing  just in t:me for the meeting,
1

the photographers. had little chance
to censor. .their efforts. So club
members were able to view mnot only
the crisp, detailed shots that will
find their way intopermanent collec-
tions, but aliso theviewz of drift-

ing nuclei, tail-less underexposures -
bleached by pre-dawn sky.
But in astrophotography, the

and frames
light.
boo-boos heighten appreciation of the
perfect exposures...and there . were
enough of themonview to make for an
entertaining program. ]

Also at the meeting, Larry Stepp
presented a discussion of ; '"The Lim
itations on Design of a Telescope by
the Constraints of fNewtonianﬂOp;ics
and the Eye.”

There was some discussion concer-
ning the club library,which consists
of books and periodicals that have
been donated by members. Club Lib-
rarian -Joe Hamersky ,is,qompillng a
complete .list of books now in the

library, and this will be published
In the mean-

in a future newsletter.
time, Joe will select
each month, and bring

several books
them to the

in its .

ciub meeting so that | members  who
might be interested #m -a particular
title can check it out en - the cpota.

If you are looking for material on a
specific subject, or w inquire . -
vhether a title 1is in Ay the o
club's.-library,; you cat Joe/ gt
4887354, His addrass 758 South

40th 'YI“PC. ikl

And, this reminder: if your as-
trouom cal book ahclL is. overloaded,
perhaps with duplicate citles result-
ing from & recalcitrant book club
computer that refused to believe you
didnft warnt five copies of the same
book, or if you have stacks of Sky &
Telescope that your spouce isthreat-
ening :tp 1 dispose of... give themto
the clubsSomewhere in our 70-astron-
omer membership is somzbody who would
like to read them.

HYNEK SPEECH VIDEOTAPE WILL
HIGHLIGHT UPCOMING APRIL MEETING'

Originally scheduled for show-
ing at the November, 1975, meeting
of the club, a speech by Dr. J.
Allen Hynek,videotaped at the Great
Plains Planetarium Association con-
vention, has now been rescheduled
for showing at our April meeting.
As usual, the club will meet the
last Tuesday of the month, April
27, at Olin Hall of Science, Neb- |
|raska Wesleyan Unive;siQx,Zlgoﬂpm,f

(Continued to Page )
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STAR PARTY IS PLANNED FORAPRIL 23 OR 24, IF SPRING WEATHER HOLDS
Assistant Obgzrving Chairman Rog- first one you'll come to (on the
er Besch xeports plans for a star East/left side of the road), and if:
party to be held at Earl Moser's ei- you arrive after dark and your win-

ther Friday night or Saturday mnight,
April 23 or April 24, whichever is
the firsticle night. The usual
plan is to arrive just after sunset,
although it might be wise to get
there alittle early since Mercury is
in a favorable position for obser-
vation just after sunset right now.

The spring sky is chock full of
deep sky objects, particularly gal-
axies. Saturn and Uranus are in good
position for planetary observation.
And, ‘as we go to press, the long
range forcast " indicates a nice, fat
high pressure ridge should be arriv-
ing for a weekend stay about Friday-
or Saturday.

Roger's telephone number,in case
you want to confirm the star party
before venturing toward Hickman, is
467-1532. To find Earl's thouse, fol-
low 56th street south past highway
2,turn left at Saltillo Road, follow
the pavement south again into Hick-
man. Turn ' right: at: the bank, and
follow the pavement west across the
tracks and Salt Creek bridge. Turn
left at the first mile road (gravel),
and head south,

o

(=39

Earl s house 1s the;'

dows are rolled down,
able to tell that you are in the
right place Lecause there will be
many complimentary remarks concerning
your headlights.

you will be

A DUES REMINDER...

Some members have neglected to
pay dues recently. The first thing
you notice when dues slip into ar-
rears is that your Sky & Telescope
subscription stops. (Sky Fubiisti-
ing is finicky about like
this...no money: no magazine.)

If members fail to pay dues
for 6 months after renewal date,we
must terminate mailing of the club
newsletter. Postage expenses are
too great to
that are not supported by dues. '
So, pleace ¢lieck the renewal

of your rship' ” (Upper

1
bout things

date ménbe
right hand of the addréss>label on
this newsletter.) We wduid like
to see you at the next meeting...
and welcome you back as an actiVe
member. ‘

Sl

carry many mailingsf’-

THE PRAIRIE ASTRONOMER
and is free to club members.

is published monthly by the Prairie Astronomy Club, :
Yearly subscription to the newsletter’ only is

$3. Regular membership (including one-year. subscrlptlon to Sky & Teélescope,

club newsletter, and four quarterly

as (489-3855), Assxstant Editor, MertOn Sprengel (489-3177).

issues of the Astronomical League pub- "'
lication, The Reflector) is $9, family membership is $11. Editor: Lee Thom-;f*
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A SPECIAL SKY SUO'TPROJECL IS SCHEDULED FOR MEAD ON MAY 7TH

The Prairie:
been asked to supply telescopes and
peho'e to man them at the Behlen Ob-

rvatory near Mead on the night of
May 7. As you may know, if you have
ever visited the 30-inch telescope
at Mead during a public open house,
the brief glimpse you get through the
scope ic small reward for a rather
lengthy trip. And the wait for your
chance at the eyepiece is a bore.

The folks at the UNL Physics De-
partment believe that the availabil-

Astronomy Club has:.

ity of some amateur instruments for-:
observing -will make the trip more"
interesting and worthwhile for the
public...and for us, we expect to
make contact with more possible club
members. '
We will probably organize a car-
avan to Mead onFriday night, May 7--

assuming reasonably good weather.
There will be more discussion about
it at the meeting, but in the mean-

time, please keep your calendar free
for May 7.

A CRANKY EXPENSIVE OBSERVATORY

Astronomers at Michigan State
University can’t wuse their new ob-
servatory to observe the stars. Peo-
ple say they can watch itrain inside
the doime or watch the telescope's
24-inch mirror fog up, but star gaz-
ing is out.

Bailed at its conception as a
pioneer design for observatories,the
university's new $1 million facility
just doesn't work. The problem cen-
ters on the $150,000 air conditioning
system. Theoretically it prevents
the telescope from fogging up when
the roof door is opened.But adjacent
offices must be maintained at a com-
fortable temperature,so the air con-
ditioning system goes bananas working
against itself.

As if that were not enough, the
computer that is supposed to aim the
telescope has worked only once in two
years.

(--excerpted from UPI)

PERFECT WEATHER IS NOT NECESSARY
FOR GATEWAY SKY SHOWS -

Apparently many club members
looked at a rather hazy sky o tie
night «° April 8, and concluded that
it wasn't a good night for a Gateway
sky show. But it was good enough.
President Earl Moser set up his lone
telescope and attrected a sizable
crowd at the shopping center, aided
briefly by Larry Stepp and Norm Fre-
richs.

In case some of the newer club
members aren't aware of the Gateway
shows,we try to schedule them at the
clip of one per month except during
the cdead of winter. Normally they
are held at about first quarter moon,
which allows first-time sky gazers a
good look _at craters and plains in
shagpyrelief, and affords some good
planetary observations.

The shows are a service that the

(Continued on Page 4)



THE PRAIRIE ASTRONOMER

-Page 4-

April 27, 1976

DELAYED HYNEK SPEECH WILL RUN
AT APRIL MEETING (From Page 1)

- Dr. Hynek is well known as the
author of several books on UFOs, the
result of his personal studies on the
subject, as well as the vast wealth
of data which he helped tc organize
as chief astronomical consultant to
the official Air Force UFO study.
Among his other credits, he is dir-
ector of the Dearborn Observa:ory of
" Northwestern University, where hc is
also professor of Astrcnomy; he is
“director of the Center for UFO Siud-
ies in Chicago, and past director of
the Satellite Tracking Program.

WEATHER DOESN'T HAVE TO BE GREAT
FOR GATEWAY SHOW (From Page 3)

club performs for the community, and
they attract potential members who
might fiever have discovered theclub's
existence in any other way.

But, to make tiie shows wo Thy we
need encugh telescopes 30 the public
can look without being rushked.  Up-
coming sky shows are ansaounced at the’
meetings. Make a note of th:

3 vOour C lef" -y‘

and try to i
to help in this worthwhile project.
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