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COMMUNITY OBSERVﬁTORY NEEDS- YOUR HELP AT AUGUST 12TH CITY COUNCIL MEETING

As most clubmembers. know by now,
a committee composed of educaticnal,
business,and profess1onal represent-
atives has. been working to build a
community. observatory in Holmes Paxn.
One of our club members, Profescor
Carroll Moore of Nebracka We:@leyan
University, is chairman of the com-
mittee,and Earl Moser,Merton Spreng-
el, Jack Dunn, Jess W1111ams, and Lee
Thomas are also working on the com-
mittee.

Approximately $60,000 is recuired
to build and equip the observatory.
This will provide for a 12' x 30°
room with a, roll-off roof to house a

l4-inch Celestron reflector, an 8-
inch reflector, and an 8-inch rich-
field reflector,the latter telescope
to be built and.. contributed by the
club. e ) , L

The committee has raised about
half of : the necessary $60,000, and
has decided to .make. a presentation
to the Lincoln City Council inan ef-
fort to obtain city funding for the
remaining half. Former Nebraska
Governor Bob Crosby, a member of the
club, Dale Rathe, science curriculum
coordinator for the Lincoln Public
Schools, and Lee Thomas, Station &
Program Manager of KLMS Radio, will
make the férfal presentation at the
Council's public
the evenlhg of August 12,

‘We need your help. . ‘We need to
demonstrate ‘to- the Council that there
is community interest 1n thls proj-

‘You don't need

ect....And for that ), WE need people
to simply attend the Council meeting.
to speak (unless, of
course, ‘you really want to.) All you
have to do is be there, be interest-
ed, andg dewonstrate that interest. .
~ Certainly, the club and the com-
munity stand to benefit greatly from
this project. Anyone wh P et
telescopes at our Gateway Sky Shows,
or attendedeaBehlen .Observatory open
house knows the public interest in
astronomy. Schools scout1ng groups,

(Contlnued on Page 2)

‘budget session on

=

'CHILD OF UNIVERSE" IS JULY PROGRAM

The regular meeting of the
Prairie Astronomy Club will feature
the ''program, “Child of The Uni-
verse", which was produced at the
Miami, Florida planetarium. The
meeting will be held at Mueller
Planetarium, at the University of
Nebraska ‘downtown campus, at 7:30
p.m. on July 2l

Four years ago, the Museum of
Science Space Transit Planetarium
gave birth to yet another way man
interprets the Universe with his
mind and senses. From the 'first
performance of Jack Horkheimer's
"Child of the Universe®, it became
apparent that a new medium had come
into its own right,the multi-media
large scaleplanetarlumart scienceP
drama. .. S

(Qoqtinued on page'B) '




CLUB MEMBERS ARE NEEDED FOR CITY COUNCIL SESSION ON OBSERVATCR Y

(--Continued from page 1)

civic organizations will be able to
use the observatory,whose facilities
will be wunique for this purpose in
our area. The interest in astronomy
is particularly acute now, in the
wake of the Jupiter probes, and the
Viking missions to Mars. The Prair-
ie Astronomy Club has one of the lar-
gest memberships for astronomy clubs
in cities the size of Lincoln any-
where in the country. If Lincoln is
not a hotbed of astronomical inter-
est, it certainly sustains a consid-
erable level of curiosity.

Now,for the purely selfish part:
what's in it for you? Well, for one
thing, the club will gain access to,
and experience with, a l4-inch tele-

- scope. The location,Holmes Park, is
not ideal for detailed deep. sky ob-
serving, but is nevertheless adecua-
te for many learning projects that
members might want to initiate. The
club has already volunteered its ®r-
vices to man the equipment during
public nights, and its ‘'support of the
project will earn a lasting associa-
tion with the observatory~-and acc-
ess to its telescopes.

Working with the observatory
also fulfills two club objectives:
to educate the public in astronomy,
and to provide interested persons

with membership in the club, and ac-
cess to its benefits. In short, here
is a rare opportunity toreach people
who are potential club members.

Third, and further into the fut-
ure,the advent of a community obser-
vatory close-in and available to the
public, frees the club to pursue the
possibilities of seeking a permanent
site for construction of a club-owned
observatory. FPast discussions about
such a project usually turned on two
incompatible objectives for such a
club facility: convenience and ac-
cessability for public wusers, vs.
dark-sky for serious amateur observ-
ing. Ffreed from the first require-
ment, the second might be met by a
club-owned observatory designed and
located exclusively for the use of
serious amateurs. ,

Certainly, such a club observa-
tory would be a long-range, involved
undertaking. But the possibility of
embarking on that long road might be
greatly improved by the arrival of a
community observatory on the Lincoln
scene. ; k

There is much to be gained, and
virtually nothing but a small amount
of your time to be lost by your at-
tending the City Council meeting
Thursday night, . August 12, at 7:00
p.m. Weeneed you!

THE PRAIRIE ASTRONOMER -
and is free to club members.

is published monthly by the Prairie Astronomy Club,
Yearly subscription to the newsletter only is

$3. Regular membership (including one-year subscription to Sky & Telescope,

club newsletter, and four quarterly
lication, The Reflector) is $9,
as (489-3855), As

family membership is $11.
cistant Editor, Merton Sprengel

issues of the /Astronomical League pub-

Editor:Lee Thom-
(6892-3177).,
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IMPORTANT REMINDER: ANNUAL STAR PARTY AND PICNIC‘tS SATURDAY, AUGUST 28

Since you may not receive next

month's newsletter intime” (the meet- -

ing date 'is at the bitter end of the
month August 31), here is an import-
ant reminder: the annual Prairie As-
tronomy Club picnic and star party
will be held at Wagontrain Lake,east
of Hickman, Nebraska, Saturday, Aug-
ust 28. '

Things. generally begin rolling
around mid-afternoon (about 2 p.m.)
with a potluck dinner around 6, and
telescope set-up before sunset. You
can come anytime, leave anytime .
Since we won't be hitting new moon
‘precisely this year toavoid conflict
with the national League convention,
we will be seeing a 3-day old cres-
cent setting around 9:50 p.m. Spica
will be 1° south of the, moon, and an
occultation will be v151b1e in some
sections of North America on that
date.

We usually have many telescopes,,

both fromthe Lincoln and Omaha clubs.
Virtually every brand of commercial-
ly made scope is on view, and it's a
perfect chance for anyone planning a
purchase to compare the virtues and
drawbacks of the various makes. This
is the big event of the year, and
barring an all-out cloudburst,every-
one gathers to gaze at the sky, even
if only for an occasional glimpse
through holes in the clouds. (Act-
-ually,the past few years have yield-
ed excellent viewing, so the
have been with us.) v

Even the county éngineer and his
road crews -are going to coopérate:
S¢.h streect is now open streignt Lo

Wagontrain
‘the main entrance.

odds»

Hickman. Go south on 56th, across
highway 2.turn left atbaltlllo road,

and right agau10n68th into Hickman.

Turn left as you get to the bank on
the north edge of . town, and follow
the blacktop east almost tothe lake.
Jog south, then-east) the  north a-
round the foot of the dam,; and enter
. state recreation area at
Follow the wind-
ing blacktop to the top of the hill,
then turn right into the gravelled
parking lot. We generally try to
commandeer this lot for our exclusive
use after sundown.-to keep-car héadé
lights off the telescopes.  Nobody
ever argues with-a strange bunch of
people staring: at the sky,-‘and "be-
sides, we outnumber virtuwally every
group at the lake after dark.

" See you August 28th!
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT: STAR PARTIES, MID-STATES NEWSLETTER, OBSERVATORY

We had three telescopes out at
Gateway for a show on July 8. I want
to remind everyone again, that we
could use more help for our Gateway
shows.

A star party was scheduled for
my place on the 16th., What a great
idea: a combination birthday and ¢ar
party. But it was clouded out. Let's
hope that it's clear for the family
picnic and star party on August 28.

The Omaha Astronomy Club isplan-
ning to publish a newsletter for the
Mid-States region of the Astronomical
League. Some regions already have a
newsletter, but I don*t recall the
Mid-Statés ever having: had- one be-
fore. Good luck to you fellows in
Omaha.We'll be waiting for the first
issue.

I want to thank everyone for the

araes of sympathy I received last
. month,
There will be a meeting of the

Lincoln City Council on August 12th
at 7:00 p.m. inthe City-County buil-
ding. (See separate story) On - the
agenda is a request for funds for the
Community Observatory. The Prairie
Astronomy Club has been requested to
have all of its members present at
this hearing. I don't :think it's
possible for our,or any ol::. group,
to have a 100% turnout for any occa-
sion, but let's have as many as pos-

sible be on hand for this hearing.
It is hoped that™ a large group- of
people interested in astronomy will
help to influence the :city council

in favor of the project.
See you at the meeting.
-- Earl Moser

(ASSISTANT) OBSERVING CHAIRMAN'S REPORT...

Since we have many new members
in our club,I have decided to devote
this month's report to informing you
about the “Observe’ booklet available
through our club. This booklet is
devoted to observingMessier objects,

~with a special certificate awarded
for observing 70 or more objects, and
an honorary:citation for seelng all
of the 107 "M" objects.

The booklet contains some 1nfor-
mation about. the Messier objects,and
in the back-has a log for description
“of each object as you see it. When
you have logged 70 or more observed
objects, a “elub offlcer must sign
your list. Then you can send it in
to »btain y”u* certificate.

The Observe booklet is avaifaﬁle'

‘from Jess Williams,our club secreta-

ry, at the regular meetings. How-
ever, in checking with Jess, I found
that we are currently out of the
booklet. They have been on order for
two months, so a new supply may be
in by our next meeting. The previous
_{Continued to page 8)

¢

R WANT ADS..Q..

4 {
information on teles

Reduest any .
, scope building. Call 488~ 1485,.0r 5 !
'send to Tom Peterson, 6161

1
Sépth i‘
170th, Lincoln 68516, =
SJason 60 mm “Astronaut”.(Vari-Pow- | =
er) Telesccpe for sale. Best .of- |
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OMABA CLUB ANNOUICES PRTMIERE FUBLICATION FOR MIDSTATES NEWSLEITER

On June 19th, at the Mid-States
Regional Convention tusinessmeeting,
held at the University of Missouri
at Rolla, a proposal was made to be-
gin a regional newsletter. The Omaha
Lstronomical Society has announced
that its newsletter editor, Jim Hen-
ninger, has taken on the job of laun-
ching the new publication.Clay Sher-
rod,editor for the newsletter of the
Mid-South Astronomical Research So-
ciety, will be assisting Henninger.

At the regional business meeting,
costs for newsletter publication were
estimated at below 50 cents per mem-
ber per year. However, it now ap-
pears that prevailing rates for print-
ing will force the cost closer to
$1.00 per member per year. The news
letter would be sent using bulk rate
postage, and addressed by utiliz -
ing the Astronomical League's mail -
ing label addressing service.

Once costs have been established,
individual participating clubs would
be charged on the basis of their mem-
bership. Membership addresses would
be updated every three months using
the same system presently employed
to update the mailing list for the
AL Reflector.

Since this proposal would recu-
ire an increase in club dues,probdly
from the present $9.00 to $10.00 or
more, depending upon the final de-
termination of costs, members of the
Prairie Astronomy Club should be
aware of the plans. Your Board of
Directors will be submitting this
idea to the full membership for dis-
cussion, as soon as definite cost

figures become available.

You might be interested in some
of the features the Midstates News-
letter would contain. The 0AS news-
letter notes that, “... We hope to
have permanent type editorial columns
to help stimulate growth and interest
in amateur astronomy,both on the re-
gional level as well as on the nat-
ional level. One such column will be
the Complaints Dept., which 'can be
used to air your gripes and comp-
laints that you may have about the
region and/or the Astronomical Leag-
ue. This column should help unify
the region and perhaps the A.L., es-
pecially if responses come in from
other persons offering their solut-
ions to the problems. Your suggest-
ions couuld help with ideas on how to
improve and how you think the lead-
ers should handle business for the
betterment of all amateur astronofi-
ers, even without pointing fingers
at any particular individuals.

“Another column for this newslet-
ter will be one dealing with a con-"
stellation each month, in which des-
criptions of the stars and objects
of interest in that constellation
will be covered toa detailed extent.
Burnham's Celestial Handbook will be
used for the source of material. The
book covers the constellations in
detail more than any other handbook
printed.

"All other <club societies are
urged to supply other interesting
articles for this newsletter. (It)
should be as informative as can be
handled. Any special announcements

(Cortinued to page 2)
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"CHILD OF UNIVERSE™

(Continued frum Page 1)

"Child"” attempts to answer quest-
ions like:.

How can man. possibly feel signi-
ficant when contronted with the in-
finity of the cocmos

When 1nd1V1dU;lSth6b en reduc-
ed to: a.few holes in a computer card
on this tiny planet, how important
can .a person: really feel when he
learns that civilizations beyond im-
agination probably populate thenight
sky?

Historians know how man nhas re-
acted to nimself and his ever-chang-
ing philosophies . anu technolog1es
but how wil] homo sapiens react ' to
the philosophles and. cultures-ot- in-
telligence other than his own?

. ASSISTANT OBS

MIDSTATES NEWSLETITER (“rom Page 7)
can be submittec aswell as items for
sale. Monthly mceting notices can be
made through. this newcletter. Anycne
who wishes to have a question answer-
ed conceraing astronomy can do so.

ERVING CHAIRM.i! REPORT

(From page ©)
price was $1.00. but it could go up
slightly due to inflation.

The zummer isa great time to get
started on your Messier list, with
many objects obcervable and the wea-
ther in your favor.

Also, a good time to find many
of the harder objects would be our
monthly star parties at Earl Moser's
house, where the sky darkness is much
better than in town.

-- Roger Besch

PRAIRIE'AsTRONoMY CLUB
clo. Lee Thomas

1025 No. - 63rd, Aﬁt. B107
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505

Hr. Egrl MNoser
Bickman,

Vobrasks 68372



