THE PRAIR

E ASTRONOMER

i
|

Volume 17, Numbar 4 February 22, 1977
FECRUARY “EETIMHNG COHCLUNES SPEED NF LIGHT, HAS ASTROPHOTO EFFORTS
The February meetingwill be held Curt Roelle will continue the

Fall, Neb-
at 7:30

at the usual place, Olin
raska Wesleyan University,
p.m., Tuesday, February 22.

QUICKIE NEWS NOTES...

The Soviet astronomer I. Shk-
lovsky, who wrote the classic In-
telligent Life in the Universe
with Carl Sagan has modified his
view of the existence of extra-
terrestrial life. He has recent-
ly presented arguments that earth
and sun are probably a unique sit-
uation in the Milky Way, so that
our type of life is a “miracle.™
He does not believe we are alone,
but that there are no other sim-
ilar civilizations, in any stage
of development. Since the prob-
ably negative result of the Vi-
king biology experiments on Mars,
we may wonder if we are the only
life form in the solar system as
well, "The realization that hu-
manity is at the vanguard of mat-
ter implies that humankind has
deep responsibilities," Shkovsky
said.
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There are 1,092 first-magni-
tude stars in the sky, yet the
combined brightness of all naked-
eye stars would result in an ob-
ject that would have a magnitude
of only -6.6! Surprised? Then

-trophotography, and has

(Continued on Page 4)

talk he began in the January meeting
on his determination of the speed of
light. Walt Baumann has been exper-
imenting with his Celestron 8 in as-
promised to
bring some samples of his work.,

The Observers Handbooks have a-
rrived from the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety of Canada. They will be on
sale at $3.00 each,and there is only
a limited number. So if you want
one, be sure to attend the meeting.

As you probably know by now, the
Lincoln City Council approved the Hyde
Memorial Observatory, clearing the
way for its construction in Holmes
Park. Carroll Moore should have a
report on the plans at our meeting.

METBERS VOTE DUES CHANGE

At the January meeting, the club
membership approved an increase in
dues that became effective January
26. The newdues schedule is as fol-
lows:

Regular member (1 vote) $10

Family member (2 votes) $1?2

Newsletter only $4

If you do not attend meetings for
some reason, please send your renew-
al directly to the club treasurer,
Lee Thomas, rather than toother club
officers or ex-officers. Some renew-
al orders have been delayed as much as
six weeks because of the difficulty of
communicating between meetings.
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informaiion for lielping 1
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
Planets: Watch the Observers with bino- One hour after 1 | One
fast departure of culars or telescopes sunset: sun
Venus, the brilliant should watch Venus' @
evening "star”. It thinning crescent. To Pollux
sets in WNW more than | avoid contrast of Venus et
'3 hrs after sunset in | against dark sky, look Moon Sat
early March. By Mar 22 | at sunset or in early O E ®
it sets 2 hrs after’ twifighti Bright Jupi- o
sun; by Mar QQ, only - | ter is 32°-41° upper
1 hr. Track '€il Apr 6.} left of Venus. See map: oo, PERSYED- @
See boxes after Mar 31.| for positi nof Saturn. ° Saturn ~ A
‘Tonight, moon Tises 6 | Currently, Sp;.ca 7 | One hour before -{ Ope
about as _evening, twi~ | pises about 3 hrs sunrise: = | sun
light ends. For obser— after sunset. Tonight ] i
‘wers at. lat’ 40°N, 4 hrs after sunset:
moonrise .ocgurs lht' tinkin } M
10m later each night Moon () Mooi
far next féw nights. P
Thus: starting tomorrow; 1 ' Spica
sky will get very dark Spica
‘for a while befbre 2
mopprised 1 o - D U k{,s.l P S i
This weéek; to-an ' -~ 13| Tonight at sunset, =34 | Locations of 15 40
Dbserve,r who lobkstat | Venus is 30° above-the | planets, 1 hr after isun
Sunset each evening . horizon. Watch Venus sunset:  hBay
 (or-a' fiked' ‘mtprval rapidly get lower mext | Venus: West, 18° up |Her
afterward), Venus gets | 3 waeks. Altitude of Jupiter: WSW,. 45°. up e
Lo lower each night., Venus at sunset each Saturn: ESE 54° up |
On' Mepehi- 316t Venus = | Monday: - Sirius, the brightest )
-will.be Gnly 10° above jMarch 21: 23° star,:is 33° vp in 8!
horizon at supset;and. -Match 28: 14° 15,as seen from lat
‘dropping 1. 5" Tower April 4: 3° Hugen. I
cachipight. Crescent in binoculdrs.| iz 2w 3V 2T 100
45 min after 20'} 45 min after 21 ' 22§ bne
sunset: sunset: iy & | sdn
¢
Venus v Ald
® v @ @ i
Moon . Venus Venus
! Moon g
27 | One hour after 28 | A Few' evenings 29 | One
D - 4 sunset: dpound this'date, four | sun
First Quarter (evening T ?}‘anets can :be viewed
half moon). .In next 10| saturn - Lifultaheously in
days, as Venus departs ® Moon evening sky. 40 min
from évenihg sKy’ *ic' = 0O tonight | ;fter spmset tonight,
begins o be seenin tomorrow two are 5° up between
morning. Try to see it W & WNW: (7.5° apart)
‘on 1dst-possible”eve~ * fercury Venus | peg

e O
Procyon I' Ii i

' "’Subscription: $2.00 per ﬁar. from Abrai
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W ‘F,DNESDA';’ THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
hour after 2 {One hour after 3 | One hour after AR
et: sunsets ® sunset: 4, i O
Saturn 2 ﬁpdﬁ» just pas
’ ; ] full phase; rises
Procyon @ ® Regulus about 20 min after
n i : : sunset tonight. It
Moon : remains above horizon
Moon h for rest of night,
O and sets very shortly
‘ e Moon after sunrise tomor-
~ " Regulus ‘ - Tow.
hour before 9 |At sunset tonight, 10 |One hour before 11 12
ise:. look for Venus 33% ‘sunrise:
o nearly directly above &k Last Quarter (morning
- sun. Steadily held 7X_ Moon . - Moon | half moon). Happy
3- binoculars show it as Q Birthday Pisces! Ac-
a thin crescent. Shortd ; today | cording to astrologers,
ly after sunset Jupi- | tomorrow sun entered your sign
® ter is also visible, ‘@ .Feb 18. But sun
Spica 32° upper left of Antares | crossed into your con-
Venus. Binoculars show | stellation yesterday
Jupiter as & full disk. & leaves it Apr 18.
in before 16 |40 min béfore L | 17| To locate Venus at 19
ise: sunrise: a2 sunset within a few

 you: seenl Mars yet?
s _your .chance!

Tiie 7. Moon (

‘days, find it as early
as you can one evening

Stand to mark its
place wifh tqp of, .

New Moon, not visible.
Equinox tomorrow; sun
will pass directly
over equator. From

March 16 6:49 a.m.; March 31 6:23 a.m. EST
March 16 6:45 p.m.; March 31 7:03 p.m. EST

= —| 1andmark>"Retutn to | your location, sun's |¢g
e Moon site and look in same | midday altitude will «
X U Mars C Hare spot in sky 5 min ear-| equal 90 degrees =
& P ';‘ g lier each day Mar 19- | minus your latitude.
o 24, 6 min/day 3/25-4/6. ™~
. x % &ah -
hour Taf)t,er 23| Jupiter within 24| One hour after 25 | 40 min after 26 |5
dt: ) 5° of Pleiades now sunset: sunset: Use departing |&
S thru Apr 9. Watch Ju- Venus to introduce =
° e piter pass this clus- < Moon yourself to Mercury. |o
baran Pleiades | ter next week and ap- See also Mar 29, 31, |3
e proach Aldebaran in ® Aldebaran and Apr 1. ’,51
; r'y April. Tomight 1 hr 0
Jupiter § ast sunset: Pleiades o . @ venus 50
. P > Pleibades . . 9° ) <
_ Moon ) ] apar '§
*© Moon Jupiter Mercury g
- Jupiter & - -
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hour- after. - 30|40 min after 31| Location of Venus Location of Venus @
et: ) sunset: relative to setting relative to rising =
: Saturn sun, Mar 25-Apr 6. sun, Mar 28-Apr 1l4.
e (10° apart) March 269
Moon: 280 Venusin Venus in
I ° Evening Sky| Moraing Sky J
O i 30e 1
tonight ao® 10,1209
¢ 5 q Mercury April 1e 6 §. [y
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Michigan State University, East Lansing. Michigan. 48824
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TPLAY A COLORADS VACA

They didn‘t have any enow, SC
you probtably couldn't find an excuse
to go skiirng in Colorado this winter,
But in August, you'll have an excel-
lent excuse to spend some time in
Boulder. The Astronomical League,
Association of Lunar and Planetary
Observers, International Occultation
Timing Association, Western Amateur
Astronomers, and the host National
Amateur Astronomers will hold a truly
national convention at the University
of Colorado August 10-13. This is
the first time in recent memory that
the Western Amateur Astronomers and
Astronomical League,separated by the
Rocky Mountains and some occasionally
rockier differences of opinion, have
met for a joint convention,and it is
so close to home that to miss this
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one would be a cosaic oversight,

We're talking abtout it early so
you won't be able to forget when you
formulate your vacation plans.

A tentative agenda from the Den-
ver Astronomical Society indicates
that, besides extensive paper ses-
sions, there will be a show at the
Fiske Planetarium, star parties at
Huzanga Meadows and Flagstaff Moun-
tain, and visits to Sommers-Bausch
Observatory, NCAR and NBS.

QUICK NEWS NOTES (from page 1)

consider this: stars have such tiny
angular diameters that if all the
discs of naked-eye stars were com-
bined, the single resulting disc
would have a diameter of less than
one _second of arc!
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