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LAST MONTH'S MULTIPLE MOONS CIRCLING URANUS BECOME THIS MONTH'S RINGS

Last month,we reported that pho-
tometric measurements made during the
occultation of star SAO 158687 by Ur-
anus March 10 indicated the existence
of as many as 100 small moons orbit-
ing the seventh planet. A month's
further investigation and analysis
of data have led to the altered con-
clusion that, instead of a swarm of
discrete bodies circling Uranus
there are most probably at least 5
faint rings similar to those circling
Saturn. '

The rings still have not been
seen. Their presence 1is inferred
from the fact that starlight from
behind the planet was cut off five
times in nine minutes as the planet
approached the star, and five times
more after the star reappeared from
behind the planet.

The position of the rings is con-
sistent with the assumption that a
ring belt would circle the planet at
its equator. Uranus' equator is al-
most exactly perpendicular to the
plane of the planet's orbit, and to
the orbits of the other major planets
except Pluto. Thus, Uranus' poles
lie at 1its orbital plane, and its
moons and the newly-discovered rings
orbit at right angles to that plane.

The brevity and weak amplitude
of the stellar appulses indicate that
the rings will probably never be de-
tected either visually or photograph-
ically from Earth. However, an ef-
fort to observe the rings more close-

ly may be made in 1986,when a space-
craft due to be launched this Septem-
ber could approach Uranus, provided
it is still working after nine years
and survives earlier scheduled passes
of Jupiter and Saturn.

APRIL MEETING NOTICE

The regular meeting of the
Prairie Astronomy Club will be held
at 0Olin Hall of Science, Nebraska
Wesleyan University,Tuesday, April
26, at 7:30 p.m. Program Chairman
Jack Dunn promises a program. At
press time he was pondering
what it would be.

ANOTHER BIG STEP: GROUNDBREAKING
FOR COMMUNITY OBSERVATORY

Groundbreaking ceremonies  were
held at the Holmes Park site of the
Hyde Community Observatory Thursday,
April 21 at 2:00 p.m. Construction
is to begin within a few days, with
completion of the observatory expect-
ed this summer.

ATTENTION, ASTRONOMICAL RATCHETJAWS

A meeting or so ago, farl Moser
suggested getting together a list of
club members who have CBs. When we
get the names collected, we'll pub-
lish them in the newsletter. Drop a
note in the mail to the club address,
or let the newsletter editor know at
the meeting. We need your name, CB
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rium Michigan State University, East Lansing. Michigan. 48824
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ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE UPLDATE

Verification has been received
that the Astronomical League has . up-
dated its mailing list to match the
club’'s actual membership roster ef-
fective at 'the end of the month of
February. = This should affect the
mailing of the next Reflector. Re-
member to notify Lee Thomas of any
address changes or problems in re-
ceiving either the Reflector or Sky
& Telescope.' ‘

If you miss a meeting and your
membersﬁipi is up for renewal, the
best ‘way to get it handled fast is
to send your Sky & Tel renewal card

]
1 '

‘to being regulated by the

.note that Earl Moser

and your check to the club, P.0. Box
80553,Lincoln,Nebraska 68501. Do not
send renewals to individual club of-
ficers--it just slows down the pro-

cess.
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RATCHETJAWS, Continued from Page 1

handle, the channel you like to use,
and (because the editor is so used
FCC that

it's hard to shake the habit), your
official call sign.
To start the ball rolling, take

is "Stardust”,
can be found on channel 15, and his
official call is KAMU 8900.

THE PRAIRIE ASTRONOMER
Prairie Astronomy Tlub
P.O. Box 80553

Lincoln, Nebraska 68501

Mr. Earl Moser
Hickman,
Nebraska 68372
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