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NEW COMET APPEARS 'DISCOVERED YELL BEFORE PER.;

New comet Kohler 1977m was dis-
ccvered visually on September 3 by
Merlin Kohler of Quincy, California,
using a Dynamax 8. It is now in Cor-
ona Borealis in the evening sky and
may reach magnitude 7.5 in November.
The following ephemeris was supplied
by Br an Marsden. The 19%0 positions
are for Oh UT.

OCT 4 16h 33.3m +184 02' mag8.7
9 16 49.4 +15 22
14 17 07.0 +12 23 8.2
19 17 26.1 9 04
24 17 46.8 5 25 7.9
29 18 0%.0 +1 26
The foregoing magnitude esti-
mates, made at the time of the ini-

tial orbital calculations, appear to
be somewhat conservative. The pro-
jected light curve indicated - that
Kohler should have had a magnitude
of about 10 on September 7. Instead,

.. LIOI, NMAY BE FAIRLY 3RIGHT

observations indicated it was nearer
m-Jnitude 9.2 on the 7th, and had
reached magnitude 9.0 by September
1l1. Since this 1is a new comet that
has not yet reached perihelion, it
should be worth watching in case it
achieves a greater than predicted
brilliance. Even if it reaches pre-
dicted levels, it should be well
within the grasp of even small inst-
ruments.

OBSERVING CHAIRIAN'S REPORT

This month we have the best of
both summer and winter skies. Start-
ing with Draco,we find a small plan-
etary nebula, NGC 6543, about 1% de-
grees south and 2-3/4 degrees east
of the star £(27) Draconis. It is
probably visible in small instruments
as a faint fuzzy star of about the
ninth magnitude, but it takes a nmuch

- (Continued on Page 4)

Election of officers for the
Prairie Astronomy Club will be the
first order of business at the Sep-
tember meeting. The meeting will
be held at O0lin Hall of. Science,
Nebraska Wesleyan University, on
Tuesday night, September 27, 7:30
p.m.

At the last meeting, the Nom-
inating Committee  submitted the
following 1list of candidates for
the club's five elective offices:

CLUS ELECTION, OCTOBER SOLAR ECLIPSE, SCI-FI PROGRA!: HIGHLIGHT SEPT MEET

President -- Rick Johnson

Vice President -- Ron Veys

Secretary -- Ed Voerner

Treasurer -~ Lee Thomas

Program Chairman -- Jack Dunn

Nominations can be made by any
club member from the floor prior
to the election.

We will also be discussing
plans to cover the October 12 solar
eclipse, and Ed Woerner will have
a program on science fiction.
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* Diagram calculations by Ted A. Hunt
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OBSERVING CHAIRI:AIL'S REPORT...

larger instrument to make out any
structure at all. I have observed
the nebula with the 30 inch telescope
at Behlen Observatory and I did not
see the complicated helical structure
shown in most photographs, although
its disc form can be seen in a 6-
inch. .

Moving over to Cepheus, be sure

to look at NGC I1396, a diffuse neb-

ula which is all but invisible except
in a richest field telescope. But it
is the central star that I want you
to look at. It is a 5th magnitude
star about 1% degrees south .and one
degree west of Mu Cephi and is per-
haps ‘the reddest star I have ever
seen. In small telescopes, the ef-
fect is most striking, so nuch so,

.oxr 8-inch telescope, but the

in fact, that it has sometimes been
called the Garnet Star.

Later in the evening,after you'‘ve
tried these objects, be sure to look
into Pegasus for M15,a fine globular
cluster 3% degrees west and 2.3 de-
grees north of Epsilon Pegasi. It is
resolved uner high power in a 6 -
stars
are all very faint. According to the
Skalnate Pleso. Atlas,there is a very
small planetary nebula just east of
the center of this cluster, bLut it
is doubtful if amateur telescopes
can show it. Also, M2 in Aquarius
is a fine globular although it is
considerably more difficult tore-
solve showing only a few stars in my
8-inch Newtonian. --- -

r -- David Knisely
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