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How Our Cosmosphere Junket Went

Eighteen members of the Prairie
Astronomy Club departed in four cars
and one airplane (Harlan Franey and
his wife chose to .travel Above It
All) for Hutchinson, Kansas and the
Cosmosphere on Saturday, April 1l.
Departure time was approximately 12
Noon, although we were somewhat de-
layed while the complex communicat-
ions network was assembled. (How did
the Pioneers ever get anywhere with-
out Hams-and CB's?) Plentiful pro-
trek,w1th a stop planned near Hebron
about 2:30 p.m.

A half hour after departure,CB's
and ham rigs began crackling the news
that Earl Moser was hungry. Thus,
with Lincoln still in view down the
Interstate,the entire caravan pulled
into an I-80 oasis west of Seward for
chow. Various delicacies were con-
sumed, including Rick Johnson's sec-
ret recipe bar-b-que ribs, and Cindy
Veys' Amazing Chocolate Cake (frost-
ing on the inside).

Flash forward to Hutchinson aft-
er an uneventful trip punctuated by
the kind of idle communications with-
out proper call letter identification
so frowned upon by the FCC. Arriving
at 6:00 p.m., everyone checked into
the lavish accomodations of the Scots-
man 8 Motel, in which members were
instructed not to yawn and stretch
when awaking for fear of accidentally

punching holes in the walls of the
spacious rooms. (Actually, Jeanne,
it was a pretty nice place for the
money--free coffee in the lobby next
morning!)

We had a fascinating look at the
Omnimax projection systembeing fired
up for the spectacular "To Fly!" and
"Nomads of the Deep", marred only by
some minor adjustment problems in the
equipment. Mary Jane Butler,who im-
pressed everyone-as a most knowledg-
ahle and energetic Director of the
Cosmosphere, answered questions and,
next morning,gave a behind-the-scenes
tour of the Discovery Center.We were

(Continued on Page 4)

April Meeting

The April meeting of the Prai-
rie Astronomy Club will be held at
Hyde Observatory Tuesday night,Ap-
r#1 28, at 7:30 p.m.

It should be a busy meeting.
At least one of those who sojourned
to Hutchinson, Kansas has received
back his slides, and plans to in-
flict them on the membership at
large. Undoubtedly there will be
others.

Jack Dunn has stitched together
about 10 minutes of videotape high-
1ights from the shuttle 1iftoff and
landing for those who missed it.

(Continued on Page 3)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

It is with deep regret that I have to report that one of our most valued
members is leaving us. Jeanne Miller, our club's Program Chairperson, is
moving to Minneapolis after graduation from UNL to join her husband, Steve,
who has been working there since his graduation in January.

Jeanne has been with us only a year and a half, but in that time she has
become one of our club's most active members. Unlike most of us, who have
to '"test the waters a toe at a time' when we enter a new group, Jeanne im-
mediately became involved in all of our group activities. Despite not own-
ing a*telescope, and knowing practically nothing about Astronomy ‘at the time,
she participated in star parties, Astronomy Day, Lincolnfest, volunteering
at the observatory, etc., etc., until finally, last October, we saw the wis-
dom of giving her the official job of Program Chairperson. And, I'm sure
we'll all admit, our club's programs and activities have increased in qual-
ity and quantity since that time.

Jeanne's crowning achievement, however, has to be the recent trip to the
Cosmosphere in Hutchinson, Kansas. Even though her responsibilities to her
job and her child kept her from going on the trip with us, she spent many
hours planning, making reservaticns. etc., in order to make this trip a
smooth-running, thoroughly enjoyable experience for all 18 club members who
took advantage of it.

I have the utmost respect for this young woman who has thrown herself
wholeheartedly and with great vitality into all she has done for us, and our
club will miss her deeply. But more than that, she has become a close pers-
onal friend to many of us, myself included, and we will miss more than her
hard work and abilities--we will miss her friendship. We all wish you well
in your new home, Jeanne.

However, there is one bright spot here. Jeanne's job as Activities and
Programs Chairperson will be assumed by another very capable, hard-working
member. Russ Genzmer joined the club only about a year and four months ago,
but, just like Jeanne, he immediately plunged into the club's activities.

(Continued on Page 3)
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From Our Department
Of “Here We Go Again”

In a letter dated April 16,1981,
and addressed to George Allen of the
Omaha Astronomical Society,Don Arch-
er, Executive Secretary of the Ast-
ronomical League says, "As you know
there is now a slight disagreement
as to which region (Mid-States, or
North Central) the Omaha Astronomical
Society and the Prairie Astronomy
Club of Lincoln are located in.

"According to all the geographic-
al boundary maps and past references
I can find inmy files they do indeed
lie geographically in the North Cent-
ral Region.

"At a recent Executive Committee
meeting this problem was discussed
at length, and the commiittee voced

unanimously to let the members of
 these two societies decide which re-
gion they prefer to be a part of.

"Would you please see to it that
this is discussed thoroughly among
the members attending the upcoming
Mid-States Regional Convention and
also provide some kind of forum for
those who do not attend the regional
to let their feelings be known."

"If the general membership con-
sensus is to stay in Mid-States then
no doubt the boundaries will be alt-
ered. If North Central is the pref-
erence then nothing need be done ex-
cept on paper."

This newly discovered "problem"
will undoubtedly arouse drastic cases
of deja-vu among such old-timers as
Rick Johnson and Earl Moser, who re-
call the tussle that eventually led
to the PAC and OAS becoming a part
of the Mid-States Region. We thought

PRESIDENT S MESSAGE (From Page 2)

Although he displays a wry sense
of humor, he takes very seriously his
observing, his learning, and his com-
mittments to our club. He is already
taking charge of the club's Astronom-
y Day activities and our upcoming dis-
play at the Regional Convention in
June.

I'm sure that, under Russ's guid-
ance, our club's activities and prog-
ram presentations will continue to
grow and improve, and I feel that we
are just now sampling, in Russ, the
potential of a future leader of our
club. We are lucky to have him.

——RON VEYS

APRIL MEETING (From Page 1)

These will be replayed (and relived)
at the meeting.

In addition,Astronomy Day Chair-
man Russ Genzmer will be discussing
plans for the event,and seeking vol-
unteers.

And,with the Astronomical League
Midstates Convention about 2 months
away, we can expect Earl Moser to
have more on that to discuss.

We are coming into our most act-
ive time of the year for the club--
there are plenty of different events
for everyone to be able to find some-
thing he can get involved in. Come
to the meeting, and take your pick!

TELESCOPE MAKING MAGAZINES HAVE AR-
RIVED! If you're a subscriber, make
sure to attend this meeting-- with
your $1.25, please!

this had long since been laid to rest,
but history, as they say, has a way
of repeating itself...
itself..

and repeating
.and repeating itself...
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Recalling Hutchinson
(Continued from Page..l)

mightily impressed with the dedicat-
ion of the Hutchinson community in
planning and financing this spectac-
ular collection of space artifacts,
not to mention their resourcefulness
in glomming onto an estimated $85
million worth of capsules,suits,etc.
After watching a flawless liftoff
of Columbia at the motel that morn-
ing,it was especially interesting to
be able to actually handle one of
those infamous tiles,
heated to demonstrate
sipating abilities.

itssheat dis=
(A hearty band

of early risers had joined expert ABC”

shuttle launch reporter Frank Rey—
nolds at 5:30 a.m. Sunday armed with
donuts from the Winchell's down the

streat "o havre lAater the blc"_’_‘_{'}w

blow - tgxghs

eyed group was still glued to the
set, reluctant to miss Reynolds'
every accurate, carefully-selected
adjective, as when he assured TV's
huddled multitudes that the shut-
tle's "boster roockets" had perf-
ormed without a hitch.

Our return trip was accomplished
Sunday afternoon, intransit munch-
ies sufficing for sustenance, since
everyone was anxious to get back to
the mundane concerns of Lincoln. It
was the sort of trip that will now
go down in legends (and, unfortunat-
.ely, in an almost limitless number
w0f slides which hapless participants

“can expect to have hauled out in fu-

ture meetings. Proving that there
is no escape, even from a Great Esc-
ape'!
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