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NASA

Can any cne tell me what NASA stands
for? Maticnal Aercnautice and Space
Administration? No, thate what the
lettere mean. But what does NAGA STAND
for? Way back in 1958 Congress pasced
the National Aercnautice and Space Act.
It ctipulated that NASA "should provide
for the widest practicable and
appropriate dissemination of information
concerning its activities and the
reculte  thereof.” They ectablished
chortly  there after the Technology
Utilization Program which would handle
this.

S what did all this mean?
ironically the act passed means the true
intent of NASA i< not to conquer cpace,
land on the Moon or cend space probes to
the planets. It first and formost
mission is toc provide the human race
with down to earth benefits that can be
used by man now. GSpace travel itself
and the subcequent planetary exploration
ic a pleasant side benefit. :

fie a result of this program many
henefite have been realized through the
Space program. Areas that have been
directly touched are industry,
health,medicine,earth
resources,communications,transportation,
and recreaticon.

More specifically,Cryo-Anchors which
prevent  thawing beneath the Alaskan
pipeline extending beneath the frozen
artic tundra. Waste treatment
facilities that acutually use recycled
waste to treat waste water making the
water reuceable. Silent Communications

Alarm NetworK(SCAND ;2 pen cized security
transmitter to help cecurity guards
provide more immediate aid when needed.
Solar  Energy  technology which will
provide 80 to BEX of the heating and
cooling requirements for homes,
apartments, and business’. Intumescent
paint which actually =wells and forme a
thick insulation when exposed to fire.
Fireplace cystems that are 454 more
efficient than conventional firepiaces.
Solid ctate watches and miniature
calculators, Meal s=ystems for the
elderly that are nutriticus, do not
require refrigeration, have & long shelf
life and are easy to oprepare.
AM/FM/CB/Combination  sterec systems for
care. Golf clube and fiching rods made
of reinforced composite materials
developed  through  cpace technolooy.
Tempered foam for football helmets which
has a compressicon rating of %0¥,

So what does all of this sudden
flurry of benefite mean to us  the
actronomy population? Alct, because most
of the spinoff benefite menticned above
touch nearly all of us in one way or

another, And it Qs important that we
understand this and can convey this fo
the general public in & tactful,
diplomatic, and understandable fachion.
Why? Because as you Can See around you
it i= becoming increasingly difficult
for  the professional astroncmer to wage
the war against creeping light polution,
fewer choice <cites for new ohservatory
construction, and an uphill battle for
funding of the giants needed to see
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE -

Thanke thics month go out to those who made this years National Astronomy Day chservance a
cuccess,

Special thanks go to Dave Knisely, Rick Johnson, Bryan Schaaf, Andy CorKill, and John Lortz.
Helping to deliver a considerable amount of equipment as well ac helping to set up. John Lortz
thiz year not only provide guidance for the day but alsc put up a fairly elaborate digplay. It
featured an enclosed booth with =lide precsentation complete with sound track script by his wife.

Eryan rebuilt our farge stand up sign so it is more permanent and graphic., On one cide is
the club name and looo and on the cther cide ic the MNational Day anncuncement.

Sooagain than¥s to those who helped further the advancement of amateur astronomy.

Ruse Genzmer

¥¥§*%§§*%****§§*****************§!*******************§*§*****************************************

The Prairie Astroncmer ic published monthiy by the Prairie Astronomy Club.
Memberchip structure. ‘ : = :
i, Mewsletter cubscriber only, %6.00. Over 21 years of age no voting privileges (newsletter
only?. . : .
5 Junicr member fNew) $6.00, 21 years of age and less. Receive newsletter and club voting
Prrux!eae o Sky and Tele subscription through club at thxs rate, -~
. Reg ular member $19.00, Receives newsletter, voting privileges, Sky and Telescope sybecription
w:th ves through club. No age restriction. : . ;
4, Family members $21.00, Same ac regular member, but receives 2 v otec in elections. :
Numbers 2,3, and 4 above also can receive as an elective, A=tron0mv Magazine through tEe clugri
$12.00 per year.Address memberchip renewals to: Frairie Actroncay Club, Inc., P'Ui Box oOi;a,
Lincoin MNe 43501, address all articles for inclusion in the newc}etfer to Russ Genzmer 5301
South 20th. Lincoln Ne. 68514, All articles must be received 10 days hefore the meeting date.
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through all  this, The answer? You
guesced it, The space prooram. So you
see, we all need it.

#%x%6%% NEWCWORTHY NOTES »#s#x

A nova has appeared in the constellation
Veycsius Householdus,  The new addition
was noted at &:04 pm on May 10th and was
named Amanda Christine, welcoming her
home were her parents Ron and Cindy WYeys
and missy who is the big sicter now,

Andy Corkill of cur club has completed
hic search for the Messierc and it has
been submitted for incpection by the
Astronomical League. He is ooing to be
present at the Mid Statec Convention as
is Earl and Margie Moser and hopes to
have it presented to him at that time.
A1l of us in the Prairie Acstronomy Club
and ecpecially those of us who already
have it congradulate him on  this
achievement, Mow, #Andy get ready for
the Herzhele,

The latest Telescope Making magazine is
in. It is $1.50 and the following
people have standing orders and can pick
it up at the meeting. Ron Veys, Norm
Frerichs, Dan Meville, John Lortz, John
Johnson, e have scome extra issues
available on & first come first serye
basis,

We chould be able to have some good
general discussion about that comet that
suddenly appeared in the northern sky
earlier this month.

The Mid States Convention ic rapidly
approzaching. June 3,4,5  at UWilliam
Jewel- College in Liberty Mo, I you
haven’t registered call Tom Martinez

ARD_EOA
228-GR44,

Az was mentioned at the Jast meeting
here is a reprint of the & hasic areas
the members of the FAC ctrezced they
wiched the club could help them with,

1. Establishing worthwhile cbeerving
programs.,

2,Electronice and computers,

d.Technical discussion on distance of
objects, and black holes,

4.0ptice, eyepieces, and mounts,
Ge.General  study  constellations  and
planets,

é.7etescope building,

ZMore efficient use of the telescope in
locating chiecte,

B.0cculation and grazing obeerving.

If you have an interect in any of the
above areas and would 1ike to give a
short  program 15-20 minutes please

contact John Lortz.

Observer’'s Report

Inbraco, one bright ogalaxy ic
NGC-5%07, an 11th maonitude edge on
spiral located Z 1/2 degreec zouth and
one west of icta Dracopis. The galaxny
chows  as a streak of Tight with a
clightly bricghter center and a vague
dark lane,

In Canec Venatici, M3 ic & beautiful
globular. cluster located six  degrees
exct of Beta Comae Berenices, It show
hundreds of faint =tars in & six inch
and the cluster ic really spectacular in
an eight inch. 4 1/Z degrees east of M3
ie a c=cmewhat emaller globular cluster
HGC 5446 which should also show stars in
a & inch. :

The best olobular in the northern
sky iz of course, MIZ 2 172 degrees
couth and a bit west of Eta Herculis,
However, those with <ix or eight inch
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instruments cshould lock  just north of

and | 1/2 degrees west of Tau Virginie

the cluster for t ie small 12th magnitude 5343 appears ac a small round spot 0{
gaiaxy MNGC 6207. This object is a good light and 5344 is a lorge fuzzy patch
test object for those amateurs who wich with a brichter nucleus as seen with an
to Know how faint they can qo. : eight inch.-

For  those who like planetary " For those of you with dark and
nebulae,NGC 6210 should prove very unchetructed south horizons, I suggest
suterest;rg. It is about 1 degree south M&3, a large cpiral galaxy located 3

and 1.3 degrees west of S5t Herculis and
chaws up as & small bluish fuzzy disk
with a 12th magnitude central =tar.

rne nice thing about summer is the
large number of bright globular clusters
vicibie, such as M5, located just north
of the fifth magnitude =tar 5 Serpentis.
It is & dense cluster requiring high
power on @ six or eight inch bwt when
resolued shows up as a blazing hall of
siars, Andy  Jjust when you thought it
was safe to forget about galaxies, look
at the close pair NGC 5363 and NGC 5344
located three and ocne half degrees north

degrees wect and two degrees north of b
Centauri. My eight inch shows a fairly’
bright oval nucleus with & large
elliptical area of haze surrcunding it.
Many patchy details are visible in the
hazy cuter region and those with 10 inch
telescopes chould be able to cee the
spiral structure in the galany clearly.

David Knisely
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