and time. This is my favorite section, since I have done a little electronic
tinkering myself.

We see Jim Gunn take a few pencil drawings into "The P-3 Wastebasket",
and we follow the progress as the gadgeteers begin

to create their quasar-hunting "4-Shooter".

The final section concerns what was discovered (or what wasn’t) by these
diligent astronomers. We see the first hints of the limits of the quasars, and
we see the asteroids the Shoemakers have picked up. And we see
astronomers thinking about both the extreme past and the distant future.
This book uniquely captures the FEEL of Astronomy as only the
astronomers know it. I know of only one other author (Timothy Ferris) who
has written in the same style and with the same effect as Richard Preston. I
highly recommend First Light. Once you start reading it, you may not be
able to put it down!

The Prairie AStronomer
c/o The Prairie Astronomy Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 80553
Lincoln, NE 68501

T

Next Meeting November 28, 1989

TR Volume 30 #11

THE . § November 1989
Praisic

At the Last Meeting...

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Erik Hubl provided me with the
meeting notes this month, but warns that he will NEVER
EVER take notes for Ellen again!!! Hmmm, must have been
an awful experience! Anyway, thanks Erik!]

The meeting opened at 7:35pm, but Lee motioned that the
yearly elections be held anyway. Dave seconded it and the
motion carried. The PAC received a donation of $50 from the
Transamerica Foundation gifts program with Norma Coufal as
the employee donor. Thanks Norma!!! The address for
Transamerica is 600 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, CA,
94111. Norma’s address is 218 East LaFrance Ave, Alhambra,
CA, 91801 (just in case someone wants to send a 'thank you’).

Club elections were held, with many officers being reelected
by acclamation. It’s the same old group: Ron Debus is
President, Dave Knisely is Vice-President, Ellen Owen is
Secretary, Lee Thomas is Treasurer, and Jack Dunn is 2nd
Vice-President. Congratulations to all!!!

Del announced that he is resigning as Atlas site manager.
Ron Debus says that Steve Bornemeyer has expressed interest

in taking over the job.

Ron Veys reported on a convention that he and Lee attended.
The convention was held in Ames, IA, and Ron and Lee got to

Continued on page 3
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productive working environment for the scientists, the
students said. "On the VAX, every time you need to do a plot,
you go to somebody to write you a program, and a couple days
later you get the plot," said Chris Barnet, one of the graduate
students who worked on the application. "On the PC, I can
dump the data into Lotus 123 and plot it in a minute."

"The fact that Microsoft integrates all its language
products has been a big bonus to us," he added. Although the
bulk of the application was written in FORTRAN, the
compiler’s ability to use modules written in Microsoft C or
Assembler allowed the researchers to fine-tune sections of the
application with the language best-suited for each task.

FORTRAN was a natural for the application, Barnet said,
because of its ability to work with complex numbers. Barnet
used Assembler where the application needed to talk directly to

‘DOS, and another graduate student added C modules when
system-level speed and flexibility were required, Barnet said.

[From PC Week, October 23, 1989]

Contineud from page 1

visit two different observing sites. They reported that the Ames
Amateur site 20 miles north was not as good as the Atlas site
(too many lights and too close to the interstate), but that the
Iowa State observing site was very good. It seems ISU has a very
impressive computer controlled guiding/locating system. The
Towa club is planning to make the convention an annual event
and hold it next year at Des Moines.

Guy Ottwells calendar will be ordered very soon ($8.40/10
copies) and members should mail their money ASAP to the club
mailbox.

Dave reported that a large solar flare occurred this morning, so
for the next 24 to 36 hours the northern lights should be good
for viewing. He reported good displays last weekend as well.

Rick Johnson suggested the ’calling list’ idea again. The idea is
that during astronomical events (solar flares, northern lights,
etc.) the club members be alerted by ’chain calling’ each other.

The club telescope is still waiting patiently for parts. Poor
thing! The meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.

A Note from Lee...

The RASC Handbooks have arrived. Those who
have ordered and paid for them can pick them up at the
November meeting.

There will be two extras available for sale on a
first-come, first serve basis. The price is $7.50.



