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President's Message
by Dave Knisely

Ah Christmas! This holiday, more than any other, takes
me back to my beginnings as a young amateur astronomer. I got
my first "good" telescope on Christmas morning 22 years ago,
and for several nights afterwards, I would just sit in a lawn chair
in the back yard under a cold December moon with my brand
new 2.4 inch refractor, feeling an incredible sense of power.

This was MY TELESCOPE, the long awaited instrument that
would take me to the stars!

Often, I would wonder eagerly just what views awaited me
as I satin the cold. I had visions of Martian markings and
Saturnian rings, of distant nebulae and galaxies, just waiting for
me to explore. It was a little disappointing when I found out just
how difficult and dim Deep Sky objects were, but that feeling
of power still remained, egging me on to go deeper and fainter. I
learned most of the techniques i use today to push my vision to its
ultimate limits on that little 2.4.

I have long since gone to using large apertures and fancy
filters for much of my viewing, but I still have my little beat-up
2.4, stored in my closet. On its side are the faint marks of the tape
I used when I strapped a 2 inch reflector to it, and the dent in its
tube tells of when it crashed against the mount of my eight inch
after the cradle broke. I still have the crude drawings I made
with it and the notes I took while learning where things were.

My 2.4 inch refractor reminds me of my beginnings, and
helps me realize just how incredibly far I have come in this
wonderful hobby of mine. At star parties, some people seem
amazed at how quickly and easily I find faint and obscure objects
without star charts or setting circles. They are sometimes
astounded when I correctly identify the number of a faint galaxy
after only asingle glance. 1 woe all this ability to one very
special Christmas gift given so many years ago, and to the
years of wonderful experience which it gave to me. To this day, it
is the best gift I ever received.

A Note From Lee...

The RASC Handbooks have arrived, and will be distribut-
at the December meeting, Wednesday the 26th. As of
December 15th, we had not yet received the
Astronomical Calendars from Ottewell--apparently they
had some printer trouble, and shipments have been delayed.
I am hoping they will be available for distribution on the 26th
as well. They did send the Astronomical Companion
ordered by one member. NOTE: All items have been pre-
ordered and paid for. ONE spare RASC handbook (ordered
to meet the minimum quantity for discount) will be sold to
the first person who pays for it.

A Note From the Editor...

Yes, it's Christmas time again, that special time of the year that
everyone is of good cheer and in the giving mood! Well, since you
ARE probably in the giving mood I don't want to pass up the
opportunity to ASK the club members for newsletter article
submissions! There's always lots of space here in the Prairie
Astronomer for your stories, observations, and comments. I'll even
print bad stuff about me! So, how about starting the year off right,
with your name in italics below an article!

And one more note... the Financial Statement you'll find on the
next two pages was formatted, printed, and submitted by Lee
Thomas who has entered that strange and wonderful world of

document formatting. I think Lee did a great job!



