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The Prairie Astronomer is published monthly by the Prairie Astronomy Club, Inc.  Membership expiration date is listed on the mailing label. Membership dues are: Regular $30/yr, Family 
$35/yr. Address all new memberships and renewals to: The Prairie Astronomy Club, Inc., PO Box 5585, Lincoln, NE 68505-0585. For other club information, please contact one of the 
club officers listed on the last page of this newsletter. Newsletter comments and articles should be submitted to: Mark Dahmke, PO Box 80266, Lincoln, NE 68501 or 
mdahmke@4w.com, no less than ten days prior to the club meeting.   The Prairie Astronomy Club meets the last Tuesday of each month at Hyde Memorial Observatory in Lincoln, NE. 
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President Ron Veys called the meeting to order. There were 3 visitors. Ron discussed upcoming club events:  

• The next club star party will be held on August 5th. It has been moved to a different location to avoid the high volume of 
traffic at Olive Creek during the summer months. The new location, provided by Jim Kvasnicka, is in rural Gage county 
southeast of Cortland. An email will be sent to the PAC List to provide directions to the site.  

• The next club meeting will be August 30th.  

• Dates for upcoming Mahoney Star Parties are August 12th and September 9th. The Omaha Astronomical Society is again 
requesting our support as they are expecting a large crowd for the August event.  

• The Wachiska Audubon Society will be having a Perseids watch program on August 13th at Spring Creek Prairie. Contact 
Erik Hubl if you are interested in participating.  

• The Astronomical Leagues national convention (ALCon 2005) is in Kansas City on August 12th and13th.  

NSP news: Plans have been finalized for this years NSP, which takes place July 31st through August 5th.  

Treasurer's report: Lee Thomas reported that there is $408.44 in the main club account.  

Hyde Observatory is open Saturdays from sundown to 11:00 pm. If you'd like to help at Hyde, contact 
volunteer coordinator, Dave Churilla.  

Ron reviewed upcoming observing highlights for the month of August.  

The meeting was adjourned to the program. Jack Dunn presented a DVD on the Hubble Space Telescope, 
produced by the European Space Agency, and a short video on the Discovery Space Shuttle's return to flight.  

Submitted by, 
Bob Leavitt  
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Date� Team Leader� Operators� � Supervisor� Events�
September�
9/3/05� Steve Lloyd� Jim Kvasnicka� Josh Machacek� Dave Brokofsky��
9/10/05� Jeff King� Bob Kacvinsky� Dave Brokofsky� Dan Delzell� �
9/17/05� Bill Wells� Joey Churilla� Steve Lloyd� Dave Churilla� �
9/24/05� Brian Sivill� Bob Leavitt� Jaraed Delzell� Dave Hamilton� �
October�
10/1/05� Dan Delzell� Bob Kacvinsky� Jared Delzell� � �
10/8/05� Jeff King� Steve Lloyd� Jim Kvasnicka� � �
10/15/05� Bob Leavitt� Joey Churilla� Dave Brokofsky� Dave Churilla� �
10/22/05� Dave Hamilton� Josh Machecek�Jared Delzell� Dan Delzell� �
10/29/05� Bill Wells� Bob Kacvinsky� Jim Kvasnicka� � �
Summer Hours: April through September (Sundown to 11:00 PM)�
Winter Hours: October through March (7:00 PM to 10:00 PM)�
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Moon phase images by: António Cidadão 
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Directions to Olive Creek 

Observing Site 
OFFICERS  

OF THE PRAIRIE ASTRONOMY CLUB 
Shorter: 
 
Take Hwy 77 South out of Lincoln until you get to the Crete 
corner (junction Hwy 77 and Hwy 33). Go West on Hwy 33 
(toward Crete) until you get to SW 72 St. Turn Left (South) 
on SW 72 St. and go about 5 miles until you get to SW 
Panama Rd. Turn right (West) until you get to SW 100 St. 
(SW 100 St does NOT go through to Hwy 33). Turn Left 
(South) on SW 100 St and go about 1 to 1 1/2 miles until you 
see the sign and entrance to Olive Creek (this is the West 
side of the Park). It's on your left (East) side of the road. 
More Black Top: 
 
Take Hwy 77 South out of Lincoln until you get to the Crete 
corner (junction Hwy 77 and Hwy 33). Go West on Hwy 33 
(toward Crete) until you get to about SW 114 St. - the first 
intersection after SW 100 St. (forgot to look at this street 
sign, sorry - you'll see a sign for Olive Creek though at this 
road- but don't count on anymore signs after that, I didn't see 
any). Turn Left (South) on SW 114 St and go about 5 miles 
or so until you get to SW Panama Rd (you'll see a church 
and small school on your right). Turn Left (East) and go 
about a mile to SW 100 St, then turn Right (South) and go 1 
to 1 1/2 miles until you see the Olive Creek entrance and 
sign (on your left hand side of the road).  
 

 
PRESIDENT:  Ron Veys 
      (402) 486-1449 
      RVeys@southeast.edu 
 
VICE PRESIDENT: Mark Dahmke 
      (402) 475-3150 
      Mark.Dahmke@4w.com 
 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT Lee Taylor 
(PROGRAM CHAIR):  (402) 327-0804 
      otaylor89@hotmail.com 
 
SECRETARY:  Bob Leavitt 
       (402) 488-5335 
      bob.leavitt@alltel.net 
 
TREASURER:  Lee Thomas 
      lthomas@navix.net 
  
Club Observing Chair Jeff King 
      483-0599 
 
Hyde Volunteer Coordinator: Dave Churilla 
        (402) 467-1514 
    weber2@inebraska.com 

 

 

 

The Prairie Astronomer 
c/o The Prairie Astronomy Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5585 
Lincoln, NE  68505-0585 

 
 

  First Class Mail 

Next PAC Meeting 
August 30, 2005 

7:30 PM 
Hyde Observatory 
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