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The Prairie Astronomer
NEXT PAC MEETING: October 24, 7:00pm

PROGRAM

Our October PAC meeting has been moved up a week from
October 31st to October 24th to avoid Halloween.  The meeting
start time has also moved up to 7:00 pm from 7:30 pm.  We are
moving the meeting up by 30 minutes to accommodate a group
of home schooled children and their parents who were booked
for Hyde on October 24th.  Our scheduled program for October
is club observing.  We will do our club business first and then as
part of club observing we can help with the group of home
schooled children.  If you wish you can bring your telescope to
set up outside of Hyde to allow our visitors to look through it.
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Buy the book! The Prairie
Astronomy Club: Fifty Years
of Amateur Astronomy.
Order online from Amazon or
lulu.com.

FUTURE PROGRAMS

November: How to Buy a Telescope
December: Holiday Gathering
January: How to Use Your Telescope

http://smile.amazon.com/Prairie-Astronomy-Club-Fifty-Amateur/dp/055734865X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426970551&sr=8-1&keywords=prairie+astronomy+club
https://www.facebook.com/PrairieAstronomyClub
https://twitter.com/PAC_Lincoln_Ne
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.cafepress.com/pac_lincoln
mailto:info@prairieastronomyclub.org
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/pac-list
mailto:pac-list@prairieastronomyclub.org
mailto:pac-list@prairieastronomyclub.org
http://smile.amazon.com/Prairie-Astronomy-Club-Fifty-Amateur/dp/055734865X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426970551&sr=8-1&keywords=prairie+astronomy+club
http://www.lulu.com/shop/mark-dahmke/the-prairie-astronomy-club-fifty-years-of-amateur-astronomy/paperback/product-10671818.html
http://www.prairieastronomyclub.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.hydeobservatory.info
http://www.nebraskastarparty.org
http://www.OmahaAstro.com
http://Panhandleastronomyclub.com
http://www.universetoday.com/
http://www.planetary.org/home/
http://www.nasaspaceflight.com/
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PAC E-MAIL:
info@prairieastronomyclub.org

PAC-LIST:
Subscribe through GoogleGroups.
To post messages to the list, send
to the address:
pac-list@googlegroups.com

The Prairie Astronomer
c/o The Prairie Astronomy Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 5585
Lincoln, NE  68505-0585

ADDRESS

EVENTS

Photo by Brian Sivill

2018 STAR PARTY DATES

WEBSITES
www.prairieastronomyclub.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov
www.hydeobservatory.info
www.nebraskastarparty.org
www.OmahaAstro.com
Panhandleastronomyclub.com
www.universetoday.com/
www.planetary.org/home/
http://www.darksky.org/

Branched Oak Observatory Star Party
October 21

PAC Meeting
Tuesday October 24, 2017, 7:30pm
Club Observing Night And Election of Club Officers

Howling Homestead at Homestead National
Monument in Beatrice
Saturday, October 28th starting at 6:00 pm

PAC Meeting
Tuesday November 28, 2017, 7:30pm
How to Buy a Telescope

PAC meeting
Tuesday December 26, 2017, 7:30pm
To be announced

Star Party Date Star Party Date

January Jan 12th Jan 19th
February Feb 9th Feb 16th
March Mar 9th Mar 16th
April Apr 6th Apr 13th
May May 4th May 11th
June Jun 8th Jun 15th
July Jul 6th Jul 13th
August Aug 3rd Aug 10th

NSP       Aug 5th -10th

September Sep 7th Sep 14th
October Oct 5th Oct 12th
November Nov 2nd Nov 9th
December Nov 30th Dec 7th

Dates in BOLD are closest to the New Moon.

http://smile.amazon.com/Prairie-Astronomy-Club-Fifty-Amateur/dp/055734865X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426970551&sr=8-1&keywords=prairie+astronomy+club
https://www.facebook.com/PrairieAstronomyClub
https://twitter.com/PAC_Lincoln_Ne
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.cafepress.com/pac_lincoln
mailto:info@prairieastronomyclub.org
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/pac-list
mailto:pac-list@prairieastronomyclub.org
mailto:pac-list@prairieastronomyclub.org
http://smile.amazon.com/Prairie-Astronomy-Club-Fifty-Amateur/dp/055734865X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1426970551&sr=8-1&keywords=prairie+astronomy+club
http://www.lulu.com/shop/mark-dahmke/the-prairie-astronomy-club-fifty-years-of-amateur-astronomy/paperback/product-10671818.html
http://www.prairieastronomyclub.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.hydeobservatory.info
http://www.nebraskastarparty.org
http://www.OmahaAstro.com
http://Panhandleastronomyclub.com
http://www.universetoday.com/
http://www.planetary.org/home/
http://www.nasaspaceflight.com/
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Meeting Minutes

Minutes PAC Business Meeting
9/26/2017

President Jim Kvasnicka called
the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Upcoming events and requests
for help from the club were
reviewed.

Club star parties are scheduled
for October 13 and 20 at the
observing site.

Jim announced an Astronomical
League Observing Award, which
went to (drum roll) ... Jim
Kvasnicka!  He earned the
sketching award, and it is Jim’s
eleventh AL observing award.

Members were reminded that
the October meeting will not be
on the customary last Tuesday
of the month, because that
would be the 31st, Halloween.
Instead, the meeting will be a
week earlier, on the 24th.  Brian
Sivill noted that he and David
Knisely have been scheduled by
the observatory to host a group
on the same night, at
approximately the same time as
the scheduled club meeting.
Because the meeting program
was to be club observing, Jim
suggested that the special group
be folded into the club meeting
and perhaps club members
could bring their telescopes for
the group to look through.  Brian
will look into this possibility.  Lee
Thomas noted that the Hyde
Board had not discussed moving
its meeting to the 24th.  Also, that
the board had been notified that
the South Shore Road, which
leads to the observatory, will be
closed during the week of

Thanksgiving for resurfacing and
repair, so the observatory will
not be open on Saturday,
November 25, and the road is
likely still to be closed on
November 28th, when the next
club meeting would normally
occur.

Nominations for club officers
were held.  A full slate of
incumbents was nominated, and
no other names were put forth.
The nominations were:

President – Jim Kvasnicka
Vice President – Brett Boller
Treasurer – John Reinert
Secretary – Lee Thomas
2nd Vice President/Program
Chair – Mark Dahmke
(nominated in absentia)

Additional nominations can be
made at any time up to the
formal election, which will take
place at the October meeting.

Any member in good standing
can make a nomination, or
nominate themselves for an
office.

Brian Sivill reported that no
progress has yet been made
on construction of the club
pad at Branched Oak
Observatory, but it is hoped
that something can be done
before winter sets in.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50
p.m. a program on the history
of the Prairie Astronomy Club.
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This galaxy group is located in
northern Pegasus at the border
with Lacerta and about 1 degree
north of the far more famous
Deer Lick Galaxy, NGC 7331.
The 6 brightest members are
known as the UGC 12127 group
and WBL 685.  But the group is
much larger than this.  It is part
of the B2 2236+35:[MLO2002]
CLUSTER which in turn is part
of the Zwicky cluster
2231.2+3732.  Each designation
has a slightly different distance
estimate but it's in the 350 to
400 million light-year range
depending on which galaxies

redshift you use or average
them to about 375 million light-
years.

The 6 galaxies that make up the
WBL 685 group are NGC 7342,
PGC 069378, PGC 069385,
PGC 069386, NGC 7345 and
PGC 069406 using their WBL
numbers 1-6 respectively.  The
annotated image lists distances
to all in the group than NED had
redshift data on.  It only listed
group members though you can
see many, obviously very distant
galaxies, in the background.
While most refer to these by

their UGC
number I get a
ton of email
complaining I
should use
PGC numbers
as their
systems don't
use UGC.
The Sky Pro I
use can find them using either
designation.  NED doesn't carry
anywhere near all PGC galaxies
so they can be a pain to cross
reference on my annotated
image.  Two I listed are from the
NSA catalog as it was much

Observatory Update: WBL685
Rick Johnson
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shorter than any other
designation.  They are not in
PGC, UGC or other basic
catalogs.  NSA is the NASA-
Sloan Atlas but while carried by
NED it isn't carried by SIMBAD.

The galaxies in this group
appear to fall into the red and
dead category.  None show any
sign of recent star formation
though since some are IR
sources that may be going on

behind hot obscuring dust.  I
didn't find much on this group.
Still, I thought it interesting
enough to put on the to-do list.
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This is a partial list of objects visible for the
upcoming month.

Planets

Mercury:  Very low in the SW 20 minutes after
sunset.
Saturn:  Starts the month setting 2½ hours after
the Sun.
Neptune:  Magnitude 7.9 in Aquarius.
Uranus:  Magnitude 5.7 in Pisces.
Mars:  Rises about 3-4 hours before the Sun.
Venus and Jupiter:  The two planets pass each
other low in the east at dawn.  On the morning of
November 13th the two are separated by just a ¼°
and fit in the same FOV.

Meteor Showers

Taurids:  Peaks around November 12th.  This
sparse shower last for several days and is known
for producing bright fireballs.
Leonids:  Peaks on the mornings of November
17-18 with a rate of 15 per hour.

Messier List

M27:  The Dumbbell Nebula in Vulpecula.
M30:  Class V globular cluster in Capricornus.
M56:  Class X globular cluster in Lyra.
M57:  The Ring Nebula in Lyra.
M71:  Class XII globular cluster in Sagitta.
M72:  Class IX globular cluster in Aquarius.
M73:  Y shaped asterism in Aquarius.

Last Month:  M11, M16, M17, M18, M24, M25,
M26, M55, M75
Next Month:  M2, M15, M29, M31, M32, M39,
M110

NGC and other Deep Sky Objects

NGC 253:  The Silver Coin Galaxy in Sculptor.
NGC 288:  Class X globular cluster in Sculptor.
NGC 457:  The E.T. Cluster in Cassiopeia

Double Star Program List

Iota Trianguli:  Yellow
primary with a pale blue
secondary.
Gamma Arietis:  Two
equal white stars.
Lambda Arietis:  Yellow
and pale blue stars.
65 Piscium:  Yellow stars.
Psi 1 Piscium:  Equal
bluish white stars.
Zeta Piscium:  White primary with a yellow
secondary.
Alpha Piscium:  Close pair of white stars.
Gamma Andromedae:  Almach, gold and
greenish-blue stars.

Challenge Object

NGC 7782 Galaxy Group:  The brightest in a
group of five galaxies in Pisces that include NGC
7780, NGC 7778, NGC 7779, and NGC 7781.

Cover Photo

This image of Saturn's northern hemisphere was
taken by NASA's Cassini spacecraft on Sept. 13,
2017. It is among the last images Cassini sent
back to Earth.  The view was taken in visible red
light using the Cassini spacecraft wide-angle
camera at a distance of 684,000 miles (1.1 million
kilometers) from Saturn. Image scale is 40 miles
(64 kilometers).

The Cassini mission is a cooperative project of
NASA, ESA (the European Space Agency) and
the Italian Space Agency. The Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, a division of Caltech in Pasadena,
manages the mission for NASA's Science Mission
Directorate, Washington. The Cassini orbiter and
its two onboard cameras were designed,
developed and assembled at JPL. The imaging
operations center is based at the Space Science
Institute in Boulder, Colorado.

November Observing: What to View
Jim Kvasnicka
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Sculptor

Sculptor is a relatively new constellation invented
around 1760 by the French observer Nicolas
Louis de Lacaille.  The original name for the
constellation was the Sculptor’s Workshop, but
the name was shortened for convenience.
Sculptor contains the south galactic pole.
Because toward the galactic poles we look in a
direction perpendicular to the dust-laden spiral
arms of our Milky Way out into intergalactic
space, Sculptor is a constellation rich in galaxies.
It contains the Sculptor System, a member of our
Local Galaxy Group.  It also contains the Sculptor
Galaxy Group, a handful of spiral galaxies only 8
million light years from our Local Group.  Sculptor
is low in the southern sky below Cetus and
Aquarius.  Sculptor is best seen in the month of
November.

Showpiece Objects

Galaxies:  NGC 24, NGC 55, NGC 134, NGC
253, NGC 613, NGC 7793
Globular Clusters:  NGC 288

Mythology

Because it was invented around 1760 there is no
Mythology associated with Sculptor.

Number of Objects Magnitude 12.0 and
Brighter

Galaxies:  18
Globular Clusters:  1
Open Clusters:  1
Planetary Nebulae:  0
Dark Nebulae:  0
Bright Nebulae:  0
SNREM:  0

Focus on Constellations: Sculptor
Jim Kvasnicka

Hydra constellation
map. © Torsten
Bronger CC BY-SA
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Moon from 10-8-17. Taken with a Canon T3i modified camera on a Skywatcher Esprit
150mm.  90 images stacked.  1/1000 sec iso 400 PIPP to process and crop
Autostakkert 3 to align and stack Registax 6 to sharpen, Photoshop to color balance.

Brett Boller, Boller-Sivill Observatory
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Moonset, by Mark Dahmke.

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

September 26, 2017 at
10:15pm HT.

Lumix GX8, Nikon 28-
300mm lens, 10 seconds at
ISO 800.
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Cetus, Pisces and Pegasus,
by Mark Dahmke.

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

September 22, 2017 at
5:15am HT.

Lumix GX8, 12mm, 20
seconds at ISO 800.
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Orion by Mark
Dahmke

Kailua-Kona,
Hawaii

Panasonic Lumix
GX8, 12mm f/2.8
20 seconds at
ISO 800.

xkcd.com
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From the Archives: Hyde Observatory
This history is adapted from a
paper written by Mark Dahmke
and presented to the Lincoln
Torch Club in 2013.

Hyde Observatory is located in
Holmes Park, Lincoln, Nebraska.
It was built in 1977. When it was
founded, the observatory was
the only facility in the U.S. built
and operated entirely by
donations, devoted exclusively
to public viewing, completely
free of charge and staffed only
by volunteers. To this day, few
other observatories meet all
these criteria.

But there is more to the story,
and that’s a journey into the
history of Lincoln, and a story
about a small group of amateur
astronomers who founded the
Prairie Astronomy Club.

The Prairie Astronomy Club can
trace its beginnings back to
November 7th, 1960, when the
planet Mercury transited the sun.
The event prompted an article in
the newspaper, which
mentioned that astronomy and
physics professor Carroll Moore
was going to observe the transit
from Nebraska Wesleyan
University.

This is the official version of the
story, but the founding of the
club has roots that go back
much farther. One story comes
from Rick Johnson, who became
interested in astronomy in 1953.
His father bought him a book on
telescope making, but it included
only three pages of complicated

instructions. After several
attempts, his father took him to
meet Jess Williams. Jess owned
an automotive shop at 22nd &
“O” Street. Rick said that each
time they’d go over there for
help, he’d meet some of Jess’s
friends, and that Jess had his
own little astronomy club going.
Jess would point out things for
Rick to look at with his
telescope, but there was no
such thing as an organized
astronomy club in Lincoln at that
time.

Later, in 1956, when Rick’s
parents were out of town on

business, they hired a sitter, and
that was Mrs. Frost, of Wells and
Frost. She saw that he had an
interest in astronomy, so she
introduced Rick to Carroll
Moore. Carroll asked Rick to add
his name to a list of people
interested in starting an
astronomy club. Another charter
member was Tom Pansing, an
attorney. Pansing graduated
from the UNL Law School in
1941 and was a partner in
Crosby, Pansing & Guenzel.
Rick said his father knew Tom,
but they didn’t know of their
common interest in astronomy
until shortly before the first club
meeting.

Carroll asked Pansing to write
bylaws for a club and serve as
its first president. Jess Williams
and another amateur

astronomer by the name of
Dick Hartley joined, and the
group started to have regular
meetings. The club took
shape in 1960 and 1961, and
the first newsletter was
printed in 1962. Pete Schultz,
another of Rick’s classmates
from Lincoln Southeast, was
also a founder of the club and
present at the first meeting.

According to Rick Johnson,
Jess Williams and Tom
Pansing tried to get a club
started for many years, but
Tom didn’t have the time.

Then when Carroll Moore put
together his list after the
Mercury transit, he met with
Jess, Tom and Dick Hartley to
work out the club and its first
officers. Apparently Dick and
Carroll had been working
together in parallel with Jess
and Tom, but neither really
knew of the other until Tom
and Jess came to the Mercury
transit.

Jess moved to Lincoln in
1900. In addition to operating
an automotive spring
business, he was a nationally
known pianist famous for his
ragtime performances, and
there are stories about how
people used to gather outside
his shop to listen to him play.

In 1909 he met Scott Joplin
when Joplin was in Lincoln,

Ed Woerner, Larry Stepp, Monte Cole, Jess Williams
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and that meeting influenced the
rest of his life. Joplin joined the
17-year-old Williams and other
members of the Lincoln
Musicians’ Union for a jam
session. He played in local
bands during his student days,
accompanied the silent movies
at the Lyric, Majestic, and Sun
theatres, was the calliope player
for all the Masonic parades in
Nebraska, and, at the age of 84,
appeared in Washington, D. C.
at the Smithsonian Institute’s
Bicentennial Folklife Festival.
Williams wrote more than 20
songs between 1920 and 1930.
It is said that music was his
whole life, but he also was
passionate about astronomy.
Rick said that kids flocked to
Jess because of the old steam
calliope, and Jess had his own
kid’s astronomy club going prior
to the Prairie Astronomy Club.
No one could replace him for
bringing in the kids.

Getting back to the astronomy
club, in 1962, Pete Schultz
noticed an ad for a “Moonlight
Madness” sale at Gateway Mall.
The only problem was there was
a new moon at the scheduled
time of the sale. Pete suggested
that they contact Gateway with
the idea that the club could
setup some telescopes during
the sale, and figured that Hartley
as president was the one to do
it. Dick on the other hand
recognized Pete’s potential and
turned the job over to him, much
to his dismay. Pete had no car
so Rick Johnson was the
designated driver. Rick said that
even though Pete was to do all
the talking, he was likely as
white with fear as Pete was.

At that time Gateway was owned
by Banker’s Life, now Ameritas,

and they somehow managed to
get in to talk with the board of
directors. After making their
pitch, the board not only agreed,
but offered the club $100. Rick
said that they weren’t even there
to ask for money! And that was
the start of the club’s public
service.

Now a little bit of background on
Pete Schultz. After graduating
from Lincoln Southeast he got
his B.A. from Carleton College in
‘66, and his Ph.D. in Astronomy
at the University of Texas at
Austin in ‘72. After working as a
research associate at NASA
Ames, and a Staff Scientist at
The Lunar and Planetary
Institute, he became an
Associate Professor in the
Department of Geological
Sciences at Brown University in
1984 and was promoted to full
Professor in ‘94.

He has done extensive research
on cratering and was a principle
researcher on NASA’s Deep
Impact probe which impacted on
Comet Tempel 1 in 2005 and the

2009 LCROSS probe which
impacted on the Moon. He
has also been interviewed for
various science programs on
the Discovery Channel,
National Geographic and
NOVA on PBS.

Sometime during those early
years, Earl Moser joined the
club. Earl owned an auto
repair business in Hickman.
He served as club president
for many years and was one
of the club’s most active and
dedicated volunteers. In 1967
he helped acquire the club’s
first telescope. It was a 12.5”
Newtonian reflector on a
heavy equatorial mount. The
owner was willing to sell it for
$800. Some of the money
was raised through donations
from club members, and the
rest was financed through a
small loan from a local bank.

The scope was used
extensively at the club’s
observing site, which was on
Earl’s farm, and also saw a lot
of use out at Gateway Mall
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and other events. The club
hoped to find a permanent
location for an observatory, but
that goal was far in the future,
so it was carried from place to
place and mostly stored at
Earl’s farm when not in use.

Someone came up with the
idea that if the city would help
build a small observatory, the
club would donate the
telescope.

Earl came to Lincoln and
started scouting for a good dark
sky location for an observatory.
He said that Lincoln Public
Schools was also interested in
a community observatory, so he
checked out sites near the
schools, but none were
suitable. He also checked
Lincoln’s parks and found a
nearly ideal location.

In the August, 1967 club
newsletter it was reported that
they’d found a site for the
observatory. The telescope
would be located in the south
section of Holmes Park directly
across from Cedars Home.
Jess Williams and Tom Pansing
contacted parks and recreation
and they promised to help as
much as possible, in regard to
providing land and helping with
the building.

An article in the Lincoln Journal
stated that “Lincoln’s recreation
program could be further
diversified in the near future by
the addition of a high-powered
telescope and a facility to
house it if plans can be worked
out.” The Parks and Rec Board
decided to investigate the
matter, after a lengthy
discussion of the availability of
funds.

Tom Pansing was quoted as
saying, “There really is a lot of
interest in astronomy. At our
last showing at Gateway
Shopping Center, we had about
1500 people stop and look
through the scopes.” He added
that the club would operate the
facility and give the lectures
and shows for the Parks
department. The Board agreed
that the telescope would be a
nice addition to recreational
facilities.

However, it was pointed out
that no capital improvement
funds were available in that
year’s budget to allow for
construction of the $2,000
building in Holmes Park. Jim
Ager said he would favor the
proposal if the club could
provide financing for the
telescope shelter.

This proposal was ultimately
turned down by Parks &
Recreation due to a lack of
funds. In a later club newsletter,
Earl Moser proposed moving
forward with a temporary
observatory building or shed to
house the club telescope, which
was later built on his farm.

The club continued to haul the
scope out to Gateway for public
star parties. The remainder of
the loan was paid off through
additional donations and at one
of the Gateway star parties the
scope’s mortgage was burned
by placing it at the telescope’s
focus and pointing it at the sun.

The idea for a community
observatory did not die, and
was revived in the 1970s by
Carroll Moore. He chaired
several committee meetings

that took place in 1974 and
1975. He began a fund drive to
build a public observatory in
time for the1976 bicentennial.
One meeting was held in the
Nebraska Union, and included
Carroll Moore, Don Taylor of
the UNL Physics Department,
Jack Dunn from Mueller
Planetarium, Dick Hilligas from
City Parks, Dale Rathe from
Lincoln Public Schools, John
Gallagher from UNL and Esther
Bennett from Chet Ager Nature
Center.

The meeting was organized by
Duane Hutchinson, who at that
time was at Wesley House.
Duane later became a
storyteller and author, and is
most famous for his ghost
stories. Through 1974 and 75,
the committee expanded to
include representatives
from·Southeast Community
College, the Junior League of
Lincoln and the Lincoln
Foundation.

The planning committee set
down a number of criteria for
the observatory:

That the building was to be
used for public education and
instruction in astronomy, rather
than for research

That the site was to be
sufficiently far from the center
of Lincoln that there would not
be much light pollution

That the location was to be
close enough to the population
to allow easy access, and
maximum use.

That the building allow a clear
view of the skies from at least
three permanently mounted
telescopes, yet provide
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protection for the equipment
when not in use.

And that the building would
accommodate groups of up to
50 people.

In June, 1976, Earl Moser
reported that the committee had
decided to delay plans for a
general solicitation of
businesses until late fall. There
was concern about approaching
businesses that were already
being solicited for funds for
other larger bicentennial
projects. Approximately half of
the required funds had been
pledged or donated, and
another $30,000 was needed to
begin construction.

In July, it was reported that the
design for the observatory had
been finalized and would
consist of a 12 x 30 foot
observing deck with a roll-off
roof, and three telescopes,
including an 8-inch rich-field
reflector, which would be built
and donated by the club.

The less expensive roll-off roof
idea came from Jack Dunn,
who had been a student of Dr.
Gilbert Lueninghoener, a
professor of astronomy and
geology  at Midland Lutheran
College in Fremont. Dr.
Lueninghoener had built an
observatory with a roll-off roof,
and Jack suggested looking
into this alternative design to
hold down costs. Dr.
Lueninghoener was also a
cousin of Loren Eiseley, and
while researching this paper, I
ran across a death notice for
Lueninghoener in The Caravan,
a newsletter of the friends of
Loren Eiseley, written by the
late Naomi Brill.

It was decided to make a
presentation to the Lincoln City
Council to obtain city funding
for the remainder of the
proposed budget. The formal
presentation was made by club
member Lee Thomas who at
that time was station and
program manager for KLMS
radio, and was later an
associate professor of
journalism at Doane College. It
was noted that due to the
Viking missions to Mars and the
launch of the Voyager probes to
Jupiter, there was an increased
interest in astronomy and it was
a good time to promote the
observatory project.

In the August newsletter, it was
reported that there was a good
turnout of club members who
helped to fill the City Council
chambers to overflowing.
Former Nebraska Governor
Bob Crosby, Dale Rathe and
Lee Thomas presented the
case to the Council. The
Observatory Committee had
raised half of the $60,000
needed to complete the
observatory, but the Council
was in no mood to add money

to anyone’s budget, and the
proposal was dropped. The
committee then realized that it
should first have approached
Mayor Helen Boosalis, to see if
they could persuade her to add
it to the budget.

By November, the committee
was able to raise a total of
$70,000 so the project could
proceed without money from
the city. A generous donation of
$50,000 from Mrs. Flora Hyde,
in memory of her late husband
Leicester (pronounced
“Lester”), completed the
fundraising effort.

Leicester Hyde was an architect
by profession and participated
in the planning and
development of many
commercial, educational and
community buildings. He was
an officer of The Midwest Life
Insurance Company for 18
years. He served as member of
The Lincoln Foundation and a
Trustee of the University of
Nebraska Foundation and with
his wife, funded the
establishment of a chair in
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Architecture at the University of
Nebraska.

Bids were let in February with
construction to commence in
March, 1977. The building
would also include a meeting
room, and the club would
provide volunteers to operate
the observatory on regular
public observation nights. The
Holmes Park site earlier
surveyed by Earl Moser was
selected, and the building was
designed by Clark Enersen
Partners.

Groundbreaking for Hyde
Observatory occurred in April.
In the May newsletter, club
president Larry Stepp reported
on construction progress.
Framing was well underway,
and he mentioned that the
lights from the nearby baseball
fields were not that much of a
problem. The observatory has a
feature that is probably unique
in the city of Lincoln – it has a
switch that can turn off all the
street lights on either side of the
observatory.

Larry also reported on the
progress of the construction of
the telescope that would be
donated by the club. Larry,
along with Ron Veys, built the
scope’s mount and drive
mechanism. Ron Veys joined
the club in the early 70s while
he was a student. He taught
math and physics at Southeast
Community College and is still
a member of the club.

This is where I need to tell you
more about Larry Stepp. Larry
joined the club in 1965 and was
an active club member when he
was in high school and college.
He graduated from UNL and
then moved to Texas, where he
worked for Texas Instruments.
In 1985, he took a position in
Tucson with the National
Optical Astronomy Observatory,
a division of the Association of
Universities for Research in
Astronomy, known as AURA.

While in Tucson, he worked on
the design of two 8-meter
telescopes, one on Mauna Kea
in Hawaii, and the other in
Chile. These two telescopes
make up the Gemini
Observatory. He stayed with
the Gemini project as optics
manager, and is now the
Telescope Department Head on
the Thirty Meter Telescope
project. The telescope,
currently in the planning stages,
will consist of a segmented
mirror made up of 492
hexagons, with 10 times the
light collecting area of each of
the Keck telescopes. Expected
to cost about $1 billion, it will be
the largest telescope in the
world.

In August of 1977, Larry
reported that the observatory
was due to be completed in the
first week of October, and that a
contract was signed with NASA
to provide for a solar heating
system. He also reported that
the Garden Club of Lincoln had
agreed to provide the
landscaping around the
observatory.

Dedication was held on
November 6th with remarks
from Robert Northrop,

Chairman of the Lincoln
Foundation, Lulubel Emerson
Pansing, member of the Lincoln
Board of Education, Don Smith,
Director of the Lincoln Parks &
Recreation Department, and
John Massey of the Marshall
Space Flight Center. Mayor
Helen Boosalis performed the
ribbon cutting.

The opening of Hyde was
unfortunately saddened by the
passing of Jess Williams. In
December Jess entered the
hospital in Lincoln. The evening
before his surgery he played
piano for his fellow patients in
the hospital lounge and the next
day he died. Rick Johnson said
that it was his trip to
Washington in 1976, which
included a command
performance for President Ford
that ultimately killed him. After
that trip he was exhausted and
never fully recovered. Even at
age 83 when he played the
piano, he played like a
madman.

Back in the early, lean years of
the club Jess practically was
the Prairie Astronomy Club—at
least he was the club’s spirit
and vitality, and it was good
that he’d lived to see the
construction of an observatory
that was bigger–and much
better–than the one he’d
originally worked for.

When it opened, Hyde
Observatory became the focus
for the club and its activities.
The largest telescope at Hyde
is the 14 inch Celestron. The
second-largest instrument,
acquired in 2005, is the 11 inch
NexStar also made by
Celestron. It replaced the
original 8 inch reflector, which
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was on loan from Nebraska
Wesleyan.

Hyde also has a rear-projection
solar telescope designed and
built by members of the club
and funded by a $200 donation
from the Junior League of
Lincoln. The fully-enclosed
optical system allows several
people to safely view the
surface of the sun at the same
time. The solar telescope is
used mainly for daytime school
groups or for major events like
solar eclipses and transits.

Once the observatory began
operation, club membership
increased to over sixty and the
club moved its meetings to the
observatory’s lecture room. The
Gateway Shopping Center sky
shows were discontinued, as
members turned their attention
to helping staff the observatory.
Several club members served
on the observatory’s board of
directors to help guide
observatory operations.

The February 1979 eclipse of
the sun was viewed by over
500 visitors and covered on
local television. The annular
eclipse of 1985 was a record
breaker for both Hyde and for
the Astronomy Club, as over
500 visitors viewed the event.
The year 1986 brought the
return of Halley’s Comet, and
with it, large crowds at the
observatory. Club members
brought their own telescopes
and set up outside to help ease
the extreme crowding in the
observatory.

Comet Hyakutake put on a fine
display in 1996 and in 2000 a
total lunar eclipse brought out
nearly 600 people. Again, the

observatory provided a live
television feed to local TV
stations.

In 1977 Lee Thomas proposed
the development of several
multimedia slide shows for
presentation at Hyde. With the
help of Jack Dunn, Merton
Sprengel and other club
members, scripts were written
for a series of programs on
subjects such as the Moon,
Meteor showers and the
constellations. In 1981 the
observatory received a mini-
grant of $2000 in support of a
project to create a series of four
programs on the constellations.
The project was funded through
the Nebraska Committee for the
Humanities. These and other
slide shows were presented to
visitors for over twenty years.

In December of 1996, Carroll
Moore passed away at age 79.
He is regarded as the father of
both Hyde and the club, and in
his honor there is now a
memorial stone bench and
plaque next to the main
entrance of the observatory. In
his remembrance Rick Johnson
said: “Carroll picked up our
botched idea for a public
observatory and turned it into a
reality. Carroll put together a
team of people from all walks of
life and before long, but not
before one heck of a lot of
work, Hyde Memorial
Observatory was a reality.”

Carroll made it a full-time 80
hour a week effort. By making it
a wide based effort it was far
easier to attract the money
needed, but that also meant it
had to be on a bigger scale
than what was originally
envisioned by the club.

In a recent interview, Rick
added, “As to Carroll’s public
observatory it was really
separate from what we’d tried.
We’d given up on it, when he
announced that he was taking a
year’s leave from Wesleyan to
work full-time on getting Lincoln
a public observatory, if we were
up to staffing it. Not many
people would give up a year’s
salary to take on a project like
this.”

Because of the efforts of Carroll
and the original Hyde
committee and the volunteers
who staff and operate the
observatory, Lincoln has an
asset that is probably unique in
the world, and it has gone
through many changes and
improvements over the years.
In 2003 the old solar heating
system was replaced with a
solar electric system that
generates two kilowatts of
power and supplies almost half
of the power needed to operate
the observatory.

In 1999 the observatory
acquired a computer projector
for the lecture room. The old
slide programs were
supplemented with various
astronomy DVDs and NASA-
produced programs.

In 2007, Jack Dunn and Mark
Dahmke started converting the
old constellation programs over
to video by scanning the slides
and digitizing the audio track.
They also replaced the old
computer with a more powerful
system with a high definition
graphics display. In 2009 Hyde
bought a low light CCD video
camera designed for use with
telescopes. The camera can be
inserted in place of an
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eyepiece, so views of planets
and other bright objects can be
displayed on the big screen in
the lecture room.

When Hyde was built, that area
of southeast Lincoln was not
developed, so light pollution
was not really a problem. In the
past 30 years the city has
grown around the observatory,
and several issues have
emerged. Most have been
resolved to everyone’s
satisfaction by working with
developers; however a few
problem lights remain.

On at least one occasion, it was
suggested by a member of the
city council that Hyde should
move farther from town in
search of darker skies. The
possibility of encroachment by
city lights was considered at the
time the observatory was built,
and it was decided that since
the purpose of the observatory
is to be a public facility, not a
research facility, and therefore
should be easily accessible,
Hyde was to be located within
the city limits.

One example often given is that
of Griffith Observatory in Los
Angeles. Even though in an
area that is heavily light
polluted, Griffith is a popular
attraction, and easily fulfills its
mission of education and
entertainment, and to make
science more accessible to the
public.

The Hyde Memorial Observatory Board of Supervisors, about
2004. Left to right: Lee Thomas, Rick Johnson, Becky Seth, Dave

Churilla, Dave Knisely, Brian Sivill, Jack Dunn, Erik Hubl, Ron
Veys, Martin Gaskell.
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To check out one of the club telescopes, please contact
a club officer. Scopes can be checked out at a regular
club meeting and kept for one month. Checkout can
be extended for another month if there are no other
requests for the telescope, but you must notify a club
officer in advance.
100mm Orion refractor: David Pennington
10 inch Meade Dobsonian: Lee Taylor
13 inch Truss Dobsonian: Available

CLUB MEMBERSHIP INFO
REGULAR MEMBER - $30.00 per year. Includes
club newsletter, and 1 vote at club meetings, plus all
other standard club privileges.

FAMILY MEMBER - $35.00 per year. Same as
regular member except gets 2 votes at club
meetings.

STUDENT MEMBER - $10.00 per year with
volunteer requirement.

If you renew your membership prior to your annual
renewal date, you will receive a 10% discount.

Club members are also eligible for special
subscription discounts on Sky & Telescope
Magazine.

CLUB TELESCOPES

CLUB APPAREL
Order club
apparel from
cafepress.com:

Shop through Amazon
Smile to automatically
donate to PAC:

CLUB OFFICERS
President Jim Kvasnicka

(402) 423-7390
jim.kvasnicka@yahoo.com

Vice President Brett Boller

2nd VP
(Program
Chair)

Mark Dahmke

Secretary Lee Thomas
lthomas@allophone.com

Treasurer John Reinert
jr6@aol.com

Club Observing
Chair

Jim Kvasnicka
jim.kvasnicka@yahoo.com

Outreach
Coordinator

Mike Kearns
mkearns@neb.rr.com

Website and
Newsletter
Editor

Mark Dahmke
mark@dahmke.com

The Prairie Astronomer is published monthly
by the Prairie Astronomy Club, Inc.
Membership expiration date is listed on the
mailing label. Membership dues are: Regular
$30/yr, Family $35/yr. Address all new
memberships and renewals to: The Prairie
Astronomy Club, Inc., PO Box 5585,
Lincoln, NE 68505-0585. For other club
information, please contact one of the club
officers listed to the right. Newsletter
comments and articles should be submitted to:
Mark Dahmke, P. O. Box 5585,  Lincoln, NE
68505 or mark@dahmke.com, no less than ten
days prior to the club meeting.   The Prairie
Astronomy Club meets the last Tuesday of
each month at Hyde Memorial Observatory in
Lincoln, NE.
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